
Extraordinary Stamps of 2008 
By Alf Brooks 
 
That is what the Web site StampNews.
com calls them, looking at stamps that 
were issued in the past year that are 
outstanding, different when compared to 
‘ordinary’ stamps: “Still some stamps 
stand out for their extraordinarity [sic].”  
Some might call them more souvenirs 
than stamps, but they are all valid for 
postage.  They are certainly not the 
postage stamps that your grandfather 
saved, single-
coloured, 
engraved.  But 
times have changes 
and for years in the 
past we have seen 
innovations in the 
postage stamps 
issued by many 
countries.       
 
1. In August Austria issued a stamp of 
embroidered yarn like the first 
embroidered commemorative of a few 
years ago, “Edelweiss,” a product of the 
Austrian embroiderers Hämmerle & 
Vogel. The threads and the colour follow 
the natural shape of the Clusius gentian 
(gentiana clusii)  
 

2. Second is another 
issue from Austria, 
issued in March to 
publicize the UEFA 
EURO 2008 football 
tournament, June 7-29.  The stamp is 
circular, but we have seen that shape 
before.  This one is designed by Adidas 
and made of the same polyurethane and 
synthetics that are the materials for the 
real footballs used. 

3. Former Beatle John Lennon had many 
of us truly imagining when he sang 
“Imagine.”  Iceland issued a series of 
stamps dedicated to Lennon’s memory; 
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you may remember that he was murdered 
in 1980. The stamp shown here pictures 
the “Imagine Peace Tower;” it is printed 
in a traditional offset format and then 

overprinted with phosphorus in silk screen 
which causes the picture to accumulate 
light and then glow in the dark. When 
exposed to ultraviolet light, a picture of 
John Lennon appears on the stamp.  

4. The Åland Islands, located in the Baltic 
Sea between Finland and Sweden, are an 
autonomous province of Finland; the 
inhabitants speak Swedish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Their first postage stamps were issued in 
1984.  Last year they issued a stamp with 
particles of red granite burnt into it, 
picturing a red gravel road common to the 
Islands. 

5. Lithuania issued a 
stamp in the shape of a 
water drop, to publicize 
an exposition in 
Zaragosa, Spain: 
“Water and Sustainable 
Development.”  

 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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NB: The first meetings of each month 
are normally reserved for auctions. The 
second meetings of each month are 
reserved for formal programs.  
Check out our WPS WEBSITE: 

WWW.WPS.MB.CA 
DOWNLOAD WPS AUCTION 
LOT DESCRIPTION SHEETS 

TALLY SHEETS 
Meetings are held at 

Scandinavian Cultural Center 
764 Erin Street 

NOTICE 
YOUTH CLUB MEETING 

 
The WPS Youth Club will be meeting on 
Saturdays at the usual place 
   St Luke’s Anglican Church, 
   130 Nassau St N at Stradbrook    
   Winnipeg, MB 

free parking available on  
the north side. 

Enter via North Side Entrance 
Meeting from 1pm to 2:30pm 
Meeting Dates Feb 7, Feb 21, Mar 7, Mar 
21, Apr 4,  Apr 18, May 9 
For more information contact  
                Gerry Babij @ 736-4276 or 
                John Salmi @ 895-2781 
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Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z1 

R.P.S.C. Chapter 86 A.P.S. Chapter 813 
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Buffalo Mailing List        Mike Zacharias  
Buffalo Mailing              Ron DeWit 
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Name Badges  

Annual Dues Payable 
July 1st Each Year: 

Regular- $35.00           Senior- $25.00 
Spouse†- $20.00          Junior- $15.00 
† A spouse of a member may become a  member with all 
the rights, privileges and responsibilities of member-
ship, but does not receive The Buffalo . 

Application filed July to April 
Admission  Fee            Dues          Total 
Regular      $2.00         $35.00       $37.00 
Senior        $2.00         $25.00       $27.00 
Others       $2.00         $20.00       $22.00 

Application filed April, May, June 
Regular      $2.00         $40.00       $42.00* 
Senior        $2.00         $30.00       $32.00 
Others       $2.00         $25.00       $27.00* 
* includes dues for following year 
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $350.00 

RENEWALS 
Lapsed memberships or late renewals 
(paid after November 30th of each year) 
are charged a $1.00 reinstatement fee.  
All new applicants must undergo a 60-day 
orientation before receiving full membership 
privileges. 
The Buffalo is published monthly except 
in July and August. Deadline for article 
submissions and advertising copy is the 
15th of each month preceding the month 
of issue. 
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Calendar of Events 

Feb 5 Meeting and auction 

Feb 8 Exhibiting Workshop  
Upstairs Finland Room 1pm to 3:30pm 

Feb 19 Presentation by  
Peter Banman  

Mar 5 Meeting and auction 

Mar 19 Presentation 

Mar 21 Spring Auction 10am 
Viewing 9am 

Post Cards 
Buy • Sell • Trade 

Call Ken @ 
(204) 489-2249 
Kards@mts.net 

Buffalo Advertising Rates 
-1/10 page 
(Approximately 2 1/4” x 2 3/4”) @ $30 pa 
Members’ Adlets 
• up to 30 words  
• ??????? (average of 5 characters per word) 
• 1 issue— $1.00 
• 5 issues— $2.00 
• 10 issues—$3.00 
Members may place two adlets a year 

at no charge 
 
Terms of Payment 
• payable to Winnipeg Philatelic  
Society in a single payment at the 
time of the agreement. 

Scandinavian Collectors Club 
Of Manitoba 

Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
7pm-10pm 

Slide Shows, Show & Tell, 
Circuits, Speakers, etc. 

Visitors Welcome. 
Info:  

Roger Fontaine @ 254-4900 
FOR SALE:  
by Winnipeg Art Gallery Stamp Committee 
COMPREHENSIVE USED BERMUDA 
COLLECTION ABOUT 95% COMPLETE 
BETWEEN #1 (1865) and #477 (1985) 
includes Overprints #12 ($975.00) and #12a 
($1100.00) PLUS: Ludington’s “Postal History 
and Stamps of Bermuda”, Album Pages to 1993, 
many duplicate stamps  
CATALOGUE VALUE #6200.00+ (Scott 2006)  
SERIOUS COLLECTORS ONLY  
TO VIEW CONTACT  
SID KROKER (782-9813) 

Winnipeg Art Gallery  
Stamp Sale 

Thurs. April 2nd 11AM-8PM 
Friday 3rd 11AM-5PM 
Saturday 4th 11M-4PM 



Editor Notes 
 
All members of Scottish heritage, I am sure, celebrated Burns 
Night last month.   Robbie Burns, born in 1759, died at age 37.  
In 1966 Great Britain issued two stamps to honour the 
Lowland poet.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There had been pressure to issue Burns’ stamps for 1959, but 
the conservative issuing policies had not yet changed.  For the 
1966 issues some objected to having a picture of Burns beside 
the Queen,  saying that it was improper to show this man who 
had fathered illegitimate children beside the monarch; worse, 
the Burns image on one stamp faced her!  
 
Tom Woodward notes that Linn’s Stamp News is available on 
the Web for about $12 a year. Another resource for us  
 
The Manitoba Antique Show is scheduled for Sunday, March 
22, Canada Inn Polo Park. Admission $4.  
 
In 1837 Isaac Pitman introduced a new shorthand, 
Stenographic Soundhand .  Its use gradually spread in the next 
few years as enthusiasts learned it and told others.  In 1840 
Pitman condensed his method into a ‘Penny Plate’ and used 
the new penny post to greatly accelerate the spread of his 
method. 
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Multiple Stamp Sets  -  By Alf Brooks 
Like it or not, some postal authorities do this regularly, issuing 
multiple stamps on the same subject or theme at the same time.  
This, of course, can make sense when considering profits for 
the postal authority, but the corollary is that there are greater 
costs for the collector than if only one or two stamps were 
issued.  And if it is done on a regular schedule, month by 
month, if one collects mint stamps, the costs mount. 
Here are some recent examples. Which ones do you see as 
being ‘too much,’ which as ‘fair enough’? Legitimate postage 
stamps or souvenirs? 
 
Australia Nicole Kidman, Cate Blanchett, Russell Crowe and 
Geoffrey Rush, four Australian actors (two born there, two 

born elsewhere but moved 
to Australia when young), 
have been chosen to be the 
Australian Legends of 
2009.  There are eight 
stamps in the set, with 
each actor pictured in a 
portrait and a role played.  
 

Great Britain To celebrate the 
bicentenary of his birth, six stamps 
will be issued this month to honour 
Charles Darwin (1809-1882). The self-
adhesive stamps have jigsaw die-cut 
perforation and picture Darwin, a 
Pacific atoll and four examples of 
wildlife.  In addition there is a miniature sheet containing four 
stamps, each picturing wildlife of the Galapagos.    
 

New Zealand Five stamps and a Souvenir sheet honoured the 
late Sir Edmund Hillary in November 2008. The subjects of the 
five stamps: 

·        A portrait of a determined, 
chisel-faced Sir Edmund in 
his prime. 

·        On top of Mount Everest 
with Sherpa Tenzing Norgay 
on 29 May 1953, the first 
men to be documented 
reaching the summit..  

·        Sir Edmund on the tractor used when he led a New 
Zealand group taking part in the British Trans-
Antarctic Expedition in 1958, the first to reach the 
South Pole overland since Amundsen and Scott in 
1911 and the first to use motor vehicles. 

·        Sir Edmund is pictured with Nepalese children.  In 
1960 he established the Himalayan Trust, a non-profit 
organization 
dedicated to 
improving the 
conditions and lives 
of a people in 
desperate need of 
schools and medical 
services. 

·        Sir Edmund in the regalia of a Knight of the Garter.  

Sweden In January Sweden issued six stamps 
celebrating “Cult Cars.”  Five are self-adhesives 
in a booklet of ten, one in a coil. Nostalgia?  
How well do you remember?  

·       Ford V8 Mustang 
·       VW Beetle  
·       Volvo Amazon 
·       Citroën DS 19 
·       Volvo PV 444 
·       Cadillac coupe de Ville  

 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Varieties Unleashed by: Robin Harris 
 
How do you define “variety”? 
   I received an e-mail the other day asking if I would like to see a new variety on number 544 (8¢ Library of Parliament 
Centennial definitive) that is not yet listed in the Unitrade catalogue.  
   My first instinct was he had a new constant plate flaw on this stamp (there are over 75 reported to date on this stamp). 
For me, when I hear “variety”, a “constant plate variety” is the first thing that comes to mind. Why? Because I particularly 
enjoy looking through hundreds (or thousands) of the same stamp looking for these kinds of varieties.  
   After a response to this individual it turned out that the variety he was talking about was an unlisted flourescent paper 
variety. That is certainly another type of variety that, particularly in the Centennial era, is one that made the Centennial 
series one of the most popular definitive series in Canada. Unfortunately, the Unitrade catalogue does not list all known 
fluorescent paper varieties on the Centennial stamps and he was reporting a “new” one. One could look at just about any 
Canadian definitive series and realize that there are more varieties available to collect than are listed in the Unitrade 
catalogue. Specialist collectors will soon learn that other reference articles and books have been published that provide far 
more information (and varieties!) on these stamps. 
 
What types of varieties do you collect? 
   On recent Canadian stamps, different types of varieties are constantly being announced by Canada Post. These include 
regular issues in either self-adhesive or water-activated gum (souvenir sheet) format, sheet vs. booklet pane vs. coil 
formats, overprints (such as on the recent Year of the Ox souvenir sheet), postal cards and other stationery, various booklet 
sizes and cover designs, etc., etc. 
   Consider the new rate-change definitives that were announced for release this year. All but one of the designs were 
issued January 12 with the other to be issued February 12. [With that said, if you have not yet been able to get the new 
Olympic or Queen booklets of 10,  you will need to wait just a little bit longer due to a “production problem”]. If you 
collect one of every new issue variety, you will need a fair chunk of change to purchase all of the new definitives. By 
“every”, I mean all of the following: 
Olympic Sporting Events: 
* 5 x 54c designs in self-adhesive form (booklet of 10 or 30) 
* 5 x 54c designs in water-activated gum form (souvenir sheet) 
* booklet of 30 
* booklet of 10: there are 24 different cover design varieties 
* 5 x $1.69 postal cards 
Queen: 
* 54c self-adhesive in booklet of 10 
Olympic Mascots and Emblems 
* 2 x 54c emblems (self-adhesive coil of 100) 
* 2 x 54c emblems (from self-adhesive coil of 5,000) 
* 98¢, $1.18, $1.65 mascots (self-adhesive coils of 50) 
* 98¢, $1.18, $1.65 mascots (self-adhesive booklets of 6) 
* 2 x 54c, 98¢, $1.18, $1.65 water-activated gum form (souvenir sheet) 
* 3 x $1.69 postal cards 
 
The biggest cost in this new group of stamps will be for those booklet collectors who would like to have one of each cover 
design. With 24 different covers to be found on the Olympic Sporting Events, that alone will cost you 54¢ x 10 stamps per 
booklet x 24 different covers = $129.60 + plus gst. 
 
So, if you are a “complete-ist”, and want one of each of the above varieties (including coil start, end and gutter strips of 4), 
you are looking at nearly $275 after taxes. Happy collecting! 
 
 
PS. I have heard that the current $1 definitive stamps (Deer and Walrus, Scott 1688-1689) have been reprinted on a new 
press. Although the plate inscription remains the same as the original printing from 2005, there is apparently a better 
sharpness in the design. It seems that Antigonish will not be stocking this but your local post office will eventually receive 
the reprint if/when they order new $1 stamps. The hunt is on! 
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SPRING AUCTION 
Material is now being accepted for the Spring auc-
tion. It will be held on Saturday, March 21, Viewing 
of the lots starts at 9:00 AM, and the auction will 
start at 10:00 AM. The deadline to submit a list of 
items is February 19. The list will be ready for the 
March 5 meeting. The maximum number of lots that 
a member can submit is ten. Each lot must have a 
minimum bid of at least $2.00. 
 
 EXHIBITING WORKSHOP 
There will be an exhibiting workshop on Sunday, 
February 8, in the Finnish Room on the second floor, 
from 1:00-3:30 PM. If you would like to exhibit at 
this year's show and are new to exhibiting, please 
plan to attend. Judges will be available to give you 
some ideas on how to go about preparing an exhibit. 
Please bring along the material you are planning to 
use. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

6. The printing technology used by Finland for a 
miniature sheet dedicated to Alpine skiing creates an 

illusion of movement when the sheet is turned in 
your hands.   

7. Next is another football 
stamp from Austria, with 
48 images of a TV 
recording imposed on the 
stamp.  These lenticular 
images give the viewer a 
film sequence of 
approximately three 
minutes.  

8. Hong Kong issued a set of 
stamps picturing jellyfish.  The 
set of six stamps has a glow-in-
the-dark effect. 

 

 

9. Guernsey Post issued a set of ten self-adhesive 
stamps picturing island coastal scenes. So striking 
are the 
images that 
one might be 
led to believe 
they have 
been 
digitally 
enhanced.  
Not so; all of the images are scenes captured by a 
skilled, perhaps lucky, photographer. The picture 
here is a reproduction of one of the stamps for a 
stamp booklet. 

10. This one I will leave to you.  StampNews.com 
did list a number ten, but I will leave it to another 
time. 

“Extraordinary Stamps of 2008.”  I submit that many 
of the above issues should be called more properly 
souvenirs, not postage stamps, as their use to mail 
letters or parcels is secondary to selling them to show 
off technologies of various kinds. The Lithuania 
water drop is listed only because of its shape, the ten 
from Guernsey are from non-enhanced photographs, 
so those I see as legitimate postage stamps.  The 
others are souvenir stamps. 

Any more curmudgeons out there?      
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ONE OF MY FAVOURITE COVERS 
By Gord Turnbull 

This registered cover uses the full pane of six plus tab mailed at Toronto, Canada to Tacoma, Washington, 
U.S.A, August 16, 1929. The cover is back stamped Toronto August 16, Chicago August 18, and Tacoma 
August 21, 1929. Two cents is the surface rate required for cross border surface mail and ten cents is 
required for registration. The pane of six satisfies the rate. The design measurement is 18.00MM x 
21.75MM (Dry Printing) and has the characteristics of BRE9 with the dot left of Left numeral box, open 
frame in upper left spandrel, solid left lower frame line, solid straight vertical line in the right numeral box, 
and is very yellow green. This cover is believed to have the largest multiple of the two cent green Admiral 
booklet pane that is not philatelic. 

 
 

Minutes of the Winnipeg Philatelic Society          Jan. 8, 2009 
 
Russ Thompson called the meeting to order at 7.55. 
Russ thanked everyone for participating in the charity auction, next 
time he would like to see more significant others enjoying the eve-
ning with us.  Russ also wanted us to be aware of the fact that Karl 
Rasmussen’s train earned $210.00 for the charity auction.  Way to 
go Karl!! 
 
Sid Kroker announced that the Red River Bourse would be held at 
the Best Western Charterhouse Hotel on Jan. 11, and there will be a 
new dealer, Roger Fontaine. 
 
Russ thanked Marjorie Hughes for the excellent coffee. 
 
Al Wingate told us we have a firm commitment from all the dealers 
from last year’s show to attend this year.  We will be needing vol-
unteers, and Bill Pooley will be in charge of that.   Also, we may 
seek the 2012 Royal. 
 
Dick Johnson thanked us for the get well card we sent him. 
 
Bev Barr announced that there would be a WAG Stamp Sale Com-
mittee exchange at her place on Sat. Jan. 17 at 1.30.  She wants all 
members to know that we are looking for commemorative stamps 
from all nations as donations.  Bev also wanted to thank those 
members who were donating materials for the regular draw. 
 
Michael Zacharias wanted us to know that if anyone was interested 
in corner blocks from the 60’s, he has a list of those available.  Mi-
chael also reminded us that our next meeting is next week, Jan. 15.  
We will be having a presentation by Gord Turnbull.  Mike also let 
us know that Alf Brooks is ending his term as editor of the Buffalo 
at the end of the year (June 2009) and we are looking for someone 
to take over. 
 
Robert Zacharias announced that the next big auction will take 

place on March 21.  The deadline for getting material to him will be the 
last meeting in February.  The list will be available with the Buffalo, the 
first meeting in March.  There is a limit of 10 lots per member and a 2 
dollar minimum bid.  Also, Robert told us that there would be an exhibit-
ing workshop on Sunday, Feb. 8, in the Finnish room of the SCC, 1-3.30. 
 
Ken Kristjansen thanked everyone who volunteered to man the WPS ex-
hibit at the Antique Show.  The organizer of the show was appreciative of 
our presence. 
 
Bob Stanley let everyone know that he has application forms for the 
Royal Philatelic Society and BNAPS. 
 
Meeting adj. 8.16. 
 
Draw:  Bill Pooley, Marjorie Hughes, Don Fraser, Bill Voort, Peter Ban-
man. 
 
  Minutes of the Winnipeg Philatelic Society          Jan. 15, 2009 
 
Russ Thompson called the meeting to order at 7.50. 
 
Russ announced we had one visitor tonight, Dale Bedford.  Welcome 
Dale. 
 
Robert Zacharias announced that the next big auction will take place on 
March 21.  The deadline for getting material to him will be the last meet-
ing in February.  The list will be available with the Buffalo, the first meet-
ing in March.  There is a limit of 10 lots per member and a 2 dollar mini-
mum bid.  Also, Robert told us that there would be an exhibiting work-
shop on Sunday, Feb. 8, in the Finnish room of the SCC, 1-3.30.  Bring 
your material. 
 
Meeting adj.  7.55 
 
Draw: Don Bahuaud, Des Connor, Robert Zacharias, Al Wingate. 
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MICHEL Reviews  
 
MICHEL Junior Catalogue Germany 2009: 580 pages, approximately  30 
000 price quotations, over 7600 colour illust rations, € 9.90 
This is a “stripped-down” version for quick reference, containing basic 
information on all German issue areas, a quick overview. 
 
MICHEL UN Specialized Catalogue 2009: 640 pages, over 25 000 price 
quotations, 2500 colour illustrations, € 46.80 
This catalogue contains the stamps, stamp booklets, postal stationery and show 
card of all three UN Headquarters: New York, Geneva and Vienna, as well as 
the forerunner and sub-organizations of the United Nations such as League of 
Nations, all others. Bilingual, German and English. MICHEL has been 
designated as the official publisher for UN stamps. 
 
MICHEL US Specialized Catalogue 2008: 816 pages, 70 000 price 
quotations, 5000 colour illustrations,  € 69.00 
This catalogue contains stamps from the following collecting areas: 
United States of America, Guam, Hawaii, Confederate States of America, Cuba 
(1898-1902), Panama Canal Zone, Philippines (1898-1946), Puerto Rico (1898-
1900). Noteworthy are price increases for classic issues and modern subtypes. 
 
MICHEL Western Europe Catalogue 2008/2009: 1216 pages, 63 000 price 
quotations, 12 500 colour illustrations, €48.00.  
This catalogue lists stamps from the following collecting areas: Belgium, Great 
Britain, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands. 
 
MICHEL Eastern Europe Catalogue 2007: 1120 pages, 51 000 price 
quotations, 12 500 colour illustrations, €48.00 
This catalogue lists stamps from the following collecting areas: Carpathian 
Ukraine, Republic of Moldavia, Poland, Russia, Soviet Union, Ukraine, 
Belarus, West Ukraine. 
These two catalogues are volumes six and seven of the complete coverage of 
European countries. 
 
Additional recent MICHEL publications: 
MICHEL CEPT Catalogue 2009: European Community issues from 1956 to 

2008.  

MICHEL German Empire Stamp Booklets.  

MICHEL Overseas Catalogue Caribbean Islands 2008/09 

MICHEL Euro Circulation Coins 2009 

MICHEL Vending Machine Stamps 2008/09.   Worldwide issues                

                                   

From our charity auction night  



 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE 

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Box 1425, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 2Z1 

 
NAME ____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS _________________________________________ 
CITY ________________________PROVINCE ___________ 
POSTAL CODE _____________ 
EMAIL___________________ 
PHONE ___________________________________________ 
COLLECTING INTERESTS ____________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 

 
___________ REGULAR @ $35.00 
_____________ SENIOR @ $25.00 
____ JUNIOR / SPOUSE @ $20.00 

 
( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE) 

IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY 
MEMBER WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASE 
PASS THIS APPLICATION FORM ON TO THEM. WE WILL 

SUPPLY YOU WITH A REPLACEMENT BUFFALO.  
THANK YOU! 

WELLCOME!! 
 

 
 

Place mailing label in same 
direction as this text 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 
Isle of Man The year 2009 is the 500th Anniversary of the 
Enthronement of Henry VIII.  The eight stamps picture the 

monarch, each of his six wives, and Hampton Court Palace 
(thank you Cardinal Wolsey).  
 
Jersey This set is the tenth in the Jersey Aviation History series 
and celebrates the 75th anniversary of the first flight from 
Jersey to Southampton. The six stamps and Miniature Sheet 
feature some of the aircraft which have serviced the route since 
1934 right through to the present day.  

Douglas C-47 Dakota 3,   Vickers Viscount 833,  
Handley Page HPR7 Dart-Herald, Bristol Superfreighter 32, 
Fokker F-27, Bombardier Q400 Dash 8  
 
Falkland Islands  has released a set of new stamps which 
feature five species of breeding penguins that are found there. 
The set shows the head 
profile of each type of the 
five breeding penguins and an 
unusual picture of an 
albino Rockhopper 
penguin. The stamps are 
available singly in 
sheetlets of 10 and 
combined in a souvenir 
sheet.  
 

Marshall Islands  Their World War II series, 1989-1995, 
consisted of more than 200 stamps and souvenir sheets, the 
ultimate in stamps as souvenirs. Now we have six stamps 
picturing owls. 

Barn Owl,  Barred Owl,  
Burrowing Owl , Snowy 
Owl,  Great Horned Owl,  
Spotted Owls. 

The set is no doubt 
intended to challenge local 
bird watchers. 

 


