
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
APS Chicago Show  1

Member's Adlets  2,8
Editor Notes...  3
From the President  3
Circuits Buy & Sell  4
Dear Phil  5
Fall Auction  5
Web World  6
Spot the Variety Answer  6
Buffalo Chips  7
WPS Application Form  8
New Members  8

September -  2001
Volume XXXVI, No. 1

$100

PUBLICATION OF THE
WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Western Canada's Oldest Stamp Club
Website: http://www.wps.mb.ca

T
h
e
 B

u
ff

a
lo

· UNITED STATES CIVIL WAR

HISTORY: A SURVEY OF THE

DOCUMENTARY TAXES

· GREECE: LARGE HERMES HEADS

· ORANGE FREE STATE REPUBLICAN

POSTAGE ISSUES 1868 - 1900
· COME TAKE A RIDE ON THE

HINDENBURG

· SANTA CLAUS: A LIVING LEGEND

· THE AEF BOOKLET PANE STAMPS OF 1917
· BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS OF THE WORLD

Who else but
a philatelist
would be

curious and excited by
the above titles?  Each
of these was a display
at the APS Show that
won a grand prize,
each was best in its
class.  There were
almost nine hundred
frames of material on
display; it was estimated that if you wanted to
study every exhibit during the three-day show
you would have had ten seconds to look at each
page.  It was a big show.  There were also more
than 175 dealers, there to help collectors fill holes
in their collections, a number of postal authority
booths, many seminars and meetings, auctions
and launching of
stamps by the US
Postal Service
(Carnivorous Plants).

 As I studied a
number of exhibits I
was interested in (on
my second visit, after I
had time to search
through the program
and select the ones I
had to see) one title
caught my attention: �How To Win a Gold Medal:
Craftiness in Competitive Philately.�  The premise
of the exhibitor was that one had to know �the
tricks of the trade� in order to catch the attention
of the judges, in order to manipulate them, to
impress them, to convince them that an exhibit
is worthy of a top award.  All was tongue in cheek,
with the exhibitor displaying a sense of humour
as well as philatelic knowledge. To show you a
little of what I mean I have listed below some
page titles out of the total of 128 pages that made
up this exhibit:

· Avoid �hot� countries unless you�ve dug
your own private tunnel into Fort Knox.

· For a fresh unhackneyed   thematic, the
mature exhibitor might attempt �Old Geezers,
And What Done �Em In.�

· In Aerophilately it is de riguer to sketch airy
little routing maps, especially if no viewer is apt
to know or give a hoot about the cities shown.

· In Display class you can show
pictures!  Glue down a postcard, or,
better, paste in a tacky snapshot you
took of the subject.  Better still, pick
a pic that deepens the viewer�s
understanding.  Best of all, use a
snapshot of the object that also shows
you!

· Make beaucoup use of foreign
language words and phrases.  They may
subliminally con a few judges.  They�ll distract from
your shoddy or spurious research.

· Set up a harmless
scarecrow, just so the
judges can knock it
down.  It gives �em
something to do.

· Be sure you
elucidate the utterly
obscure.

· Be sure most of
your covers are non-
philatelic. Philatelic
judges, oddly enough,

are anti-philatelic.
· Include scads of jokes and wisecracks.

Judges loathe levity and will award you a scratched
lead medal.  But the public will vote you �Most
Popular in Show� if you persuade your friends to
come and stuff the ballot box.

· You may say anything you wish about
stupify ingly-boring
foreign revenues.
Nobody will read you,
not even the revenue
judges at an ARA show.
Their rarity is exceeded
by our utter indifference.

· Refer to the
Preface of the Scott
Catalogue.  Nobody but
Janet Klug has ever read
the Preface.

· Find something unique about any cover story.
Cal it �Discovery Copy.�

· Display distressed covers proudly.  Damaged
covers can hint of hard times, mystery, adventure,
romance, passion.  Neglect.

· Mixed franking between separate colonies is
sure to stir the hearts, if any, of British Empire
judges.

· Don�t explain too much.  Let the judges guess.
· If you can�t annoy someone there�s no point

in exhibiting.
· Leave great gobs of white space.  Judges

�adore� white space.
· If you�re missing an essential goodie muddle

through as best you can and tuck the page into the
penultimate frame.  Judges have made up their
minds by then and aren�t looking closely.

 And John Briggs did win a Gold medal for the
exhibit.
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Annual Dues Payable July 1st Each Year:

  Regular-  $20.00 Senior- $15.00
  Spouse�- $15.00 Junior- $15.00

� A spouse of a member may become a member with all
the rights, privileges and responsibilities of
membership, but does not receive The Buffalo.

Application filed July to April
Admission
Fee Dues Total

Regular $2.00 $20.00 $22.00
Others $2.00 $15.00 $17.00

Application filed April, May, June
Regular $2.00       $25.00 $27.00*
Others $2.00       $18.50 $20.50*

* includes dues for following year

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $200.00

RENEWALS
Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid after
September 30th of each year) are charged a
$1.00 reinstatement fee.

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day orientation
before receiving full membership privileges.

-----------------------
The Buffalo is published monthly except in July
and December. Deadline for article submissions
and advertising copy is the 15th of each month
preceding the month of issue.

-----------------------

WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.WPS.MB.CA

 COMING EVENTS
7:00 p.m. 1st & 3rd Thursdays

(except Jul. & Aug.). Visitors always welcome.
Main Floor, Deaf Centre Manitoba, located

at the corner of 285 Pembina Hwy. & Nassau St.

2001

Sept. 6 - Business Meeting
- Auction

Sept. 20 - Business Meeting
- Presentation T.B.A.

Oct. 4 - Business Meeting
- Annual General Meeting

Oct. 18 - Business Meeting
- Presentation T.B.A.

Nov. 1 - Business Meeting
- Auction

Nov. 15 - Business Meeting
- Presentation T.B.A.

The first meetings of each month
reserved for Auctions.
 The second meetings of each month
reserved for formal programs.

ADVERTISEMENTS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
MEMBER ADVERTISERS

MEMBERS' ADLETS

146 Provencher Blvd.       Ray & Marilyn Smith
Winnipeg, Manitoba                     Ph. 233-6754
R2H 0G3                                APS, MCC, WPS

Buffalo Advertising Rates
-1/10 page
[approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4"]
at $30 per year [10 issues].

Member�s Adlet
-up to 30 words
[counting an average of 5 characters per word]:

 1 issue -   $1.00
 5 issues - $2.00
10 issues - $3.00

Terms of Payment
-payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society
  in one sum at time of agreement.

Red River
Stamp Bourse

Charterhouse Hotel

September 9
10:00am - 4:30pm

Post Cards

Buy � Sell � Trade

Call
 
Ken

 

(204)
 
489-2249

kards escape.ca

@

@

Travel
Agent

     Forbes
  Sharpe

Member WPS 275-2864

THE W.P.S. IS ONLINE

 �����

CHECK US OUT @
www.wps.mb.ca
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Welcome to another season!  Now we can anticipate not
being outside too much in the colder months to come: on
second thought, that first frost will kill the mosquitoes and
let us get outside more.  Anyway, as stamp collectors we
become more serious.

� � � � �

WPS holds another auction this
fall, so start preparing lots for sale
to those of us who have been saving
our dollars to buy them.  Past
experience appears to be that good
material that is realistically priced
will find a home.  Rules the same
as before, you will find details
elsewhere in this issue.  And you
also will read reports from Len and
Gerry about the circuits they
devote so much time and effort to
for our benefit, so help us all by
filling books with your good
surplus material.

� � � � �

Once again I ask for your help to
make future issues of The Buffalo
interesting.  All of you know
something about philately that the
rest of us don�t, or have an opinion worth airing (someone
might even differ with you and respond; controversy would
be interesting).  You know where to find me, write me an
article.  And if you find something a page or two in length
intimidating, how about a short item?  I plan to start a
brief feature named �From My Collection,� briefly describing
and illustrating something you have that would interest
the rest of us (Like a Gopher Creek cover, for example?).  I

will start it off next month unless one of you beats me to it.
I understand that some collectors do not want what they
possess  publicized, so use a pen name if you like.

� � � � �

The launch of a new stamp is always an interesting event
for collectors, so where were you
all on August 1st?  The
Experimental Research Station in
Morden hosted the launch of four
Rose stamps, with a large crowd
attending the outdoor ceremony.
I saw one other WPS member
there, perhaps there were other
collectors as well, but I suspect that
most who were there to enjoy the
afternoon, the entertainment and
the ceremony were people of the
area. After the ceremony there
were long lineups to buy the
Canada Post souvenir First Day
Covers with their special
postmark; perhaps our hobby
gained some enthusiasts.  One of
the stamps pictures the Morden
Centennial, which was released in
1980 to mark the centennial of
the town of Morden.

� � � � �

The Library committee has almost finished their work in
organizing all our material so that members will know what
is there and will be able to have access to it.  We will publish
the bibliography when it is complete.

alfbrooks@home.com

The Honourable Peter Liba, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitiba, and Vivian
Albo, Chair of the Board, Canada Post, unveil two of the Roses stamps
at Morden, August 1.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
GORDON TURNBULL

Welcome back from the summer break. I hope you had a great
summer. It is the start of another year at the Winnipeg
Philatelic Society and I am looking forward to the year as your
new President. I have difficult shoes to fill as Beverly Barr and
her predecessor Rick Penko had an outstanding tenure. They
are first to say, however that their job was made easy by the
tireless efforts of the executive, duty officers, and volunteers
ever present in our club. It will be my pleasure to work with
these people over the next year.

On a personal note my objectives for my term are as follows:

a) to support Alf Brooks in the high standard he maintains
with The Buffalo and encourage members to submit articles of
interest for publication in The Buffalo.

b) to emphasize the importance of, and increase the number of
presentations to club meetings by members.

c) to strengthen and increase the level of participation in club
activities by young people.

d) above all, to have fun in the hobby of stamp collecting.
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COMMONWEALTH CIRCUITS        BY LEN KRUCZYUSKI

The Circuits play a vital role in the life of any stamp club.
I am writing this report to give members information about
the circuits and hopefully encourage you to take part in the
circuits.
 The WPS circuits are divided into two parts - I take care
of the �Commonwealth� circuit and Gerry Babij does the
rest of the world.

SELLING

Blank circuit books are available from Gerry or me, and
also from the library. Blank books have 12 pages, but you
are welcome to change this to suit you needs. Some sellers
prefer �jumbo� books - 24 pages - and I consider this to be
the upper limit. Blank books (12 pages) are 25 cents each.
Everyone has material they wish to get rid of.  What sort
of material sells? That�s a tough question, because someone
is interested in just about anything at some time. Sellers
are allowed to resubmit material that has not sold to the
circuit in the following year. I have seen books originally
submitted in 1995 and resubmitted in 2000 sell MORE than
in 1995 (of course, 1995 prices are more attractive today!).
About the only material that does not do well is low value
mint or used Canada from the �60�s to �80�s.

Pricing is up to the seller. Now that Scott has a minimum
20 cent price, a minimum price of 6, 7 or 8 cents is the
range that most sellers price this material. Commonwealth
material is underpriced in Scott. Some dealers at the show
this spring were selling Commonwealth at 100% Scott in
Canadian funds. You are lucky to get this material at 60%
Scott at the Art Gallery sale. Most material in the
Commonwealth circuits is priced at less than 50% Scott...a
real bargain. Last year members submitted material with
an asking price of $ 8,449 (Scott value in excess of $16,000).
Of this we sold $2,355 worth. This was a better than average
year as there are many new collectors in the club anxious
to fill those blank spaces.

BUYING

Remember that the club gets a 10% commission of sales,
so this is a nice way to support the club. Books come into
the circuit at all times of the year, so if you check the books
in September and say �there�s nothing there for me� you
will likely miss some nice stuff! I keep a description of all
books in the circuit in a spreadsheet and I would be happy
to show this to you so that you can �reserve� books that
may not be available that particular night. Some members
prefer to buy material and pay for it before (or during) the
Thursday night meeting...that�s fine with me. Most members

prefer to take the books home. Usually there are more books
available than customers, so I do not like to limit the
number of books you can take out, but 4 or 5 �jumbos� will
keep you busy for a few winter�s nights! One thing that
makes me very nervous is members that, unannounced, take
books away from my table. If you want to take books over
to a quiet comer to consult your want list, please do so, but
let me know! I work late most Thursday nights, but I will
make every effort to be there as early as possible. I must
say that for the five years I have been doing the circuits I
have enjoyed chatting with members, all of which have been
extremely polite.

THE REST OF THE WORLD       BY GERRY BABIJ

At every stamp meeting, members will notice there are
two tables with circuit books. At one table,  Len Kruzynsky
is in charge of  the Commonwealth  circuit stamps and at
the other table, I am in charge of circuit book stamps from
the rest of the world,  plus  world individual circuit sheets
that are kept in binders. The circuit books and circuit sheets
are prepared by club members who wish to sell their stamps.
Circuit books and binders can be  taken home by club
members and stamps can be perused and bought at a person�s
convenience.  Spaces are initialed and prices totaled on a
separate sheet. Most of the prices are very reasonable, usually
50% of Scott; this is one of the best places to look at and
buy stamps.

Circuit books are submitted at the beginning of the year
and in May all books are collected and given back to club
members who assembled them. The  club charges 10%
commission on sold stamps only and an additional 2% on
the total value of the book for insurance purposes.  Books
can be submitted again in future years. Blank circuit books
can be bought from both circuit managers at a nominal fee.

Also, at the world table, there are several binders that
contain members� excess stamps that have been mounted
on individual  sheets. These binders can also be taken home
and stamps bought.  All material is welcome and this format
allows members to get rid of their small stocks of different
stamps on a single page. These sheets remain in the circuit
for two years and only a 10% commission is charged to the
sellers.

In 2000-01, circuit books realized $3500 in sales whilst
the circuit sheets realized $484 in sales, which brought in
close to $500 to the stamp club on the world circuit table
alone. In 2001. There were approximately 145 circuit books
in circulation last year in the world circuit.

Members are encouraged to submit their excess stamps
for sale and if you request certain countries, maybe someone
has some excess stamps in your area of interest.

BUY & SELL THROUGH THE CIRCUITS
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Dear Readers,

In two issues this past
spring a writer who signed as
�Disgusted� expressed
displeasure at the lack of a
Conservative Prime Minister
on a stamp to illustrate an
article on Canadian
definitives.  I suggested that

there was nothing to complain about.
However, the editor has reconsidered; you will find in this

edition a �stamp� bearing a portrait of the ex PC Prime
Minister, Brian Mulroney.  We are aware that Canada Post has
not issued a stamp with the likeness of a prime minister while
he (or she - we had one of those, remember) is still alive.  By
printing this �stamp� the editor of The Buffalo intends no
insinuation.

Phil

We plan to hold an auction this year, in October or
November. It will be held in our regular meeting room, the
Affleck Room, on a Sunday. Viewing of the lots will start at
12:30, and the auction will take place from 1:00 to 5:00.
The auction is open to the public. You don�t have to be a
Winnipeg Philatelic Society member to bid on the lots.

The two auctions that were held last year were limited to
300 lots, and things worked out much better than previously.
That seems to be a reasonable amount of lots to be able to
get through in four hours. If you are interested in entering
lots into the auction, please get your lots in early! You can
prepare as many lots as you would like, but only the first
20 will be immediately accepted. This gives everyone a
chance to put material into the auction. If we do not have
300 lots by the time the deadline to enter auction lots is

Winnipeg Philatelic Society  Fall Auction
reached (about two weeks before the auction will be held),
the extra lots that have been prepared will be entered into
the auction. We will produce a listing of all the lots; it will
hopefully be available to all members about a week before
the auction takes  place. A 10% commission will be charged
on all lots that are sold.

When submitting lots, include a piece of paper with a
description of all of the lots that have been handed in, along
with the minimum bid for all lots. Include any information
about the lots that you would like the auctioneer to mention.
Please put minimum bids on the lots, and have the minimum
bids end in either .50 or .00. The lots are auctioned off very
quickly, and it makes things much easier for those keeping
track of the buyers and sellers of the lots. Any lots that do
not have a minimum bid will be started off at 0.50¢
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SPOT THE VARIETY 4 ANSWERS

Offers used and new issues of
Sweden and West Germany.
Wants mint sets of Australia.
Kkerpauskas@aol.com

� � � � �

Offers stamps and  FDC�s of India.
Wants stamps, miniature sheets, FDC�s
keshav.prabhu@shiparatech.com

� � � � �

Offers stamps of India, Nepal, Bhutan for  used and mint
stamps of any other country.
Soumyajit Roy
E4 Thesuohie Shopping Arcade
Church Road,Dimapur,Nagaland,India 797 112

� � � � �

Offers 50 Spanish stamps, mint or used, for 50 of other
countries.
Diego Gallardo Chaves
APDO: 387,  41080,  Sevilla, España

� � � � �

Offers stamps of Great Britain and German-speaking
countries.
Wants Christmas stamps and stamps of Canada.
Luciana Biondo
Monte Caucaso 919
Col. Lomas de Chapultepec
C.P. 11000
Mexico D.F.
Mexico

� � � � �

The August issue of Gibbons Stamp Monthly has a feature
article on �The Internet in Philately.� Topics covered are:
Dealers, New Issues, Auctions, Accessories, Resources,
Societies and Enthusiasts (collector�s Web pages).  The article
states in summarizing that �The fundamentals of our hobby
will not change but the Internet does offer wonderful
opportunities to supplement our philatelic interests.�
I am sure many WPS members agree.

WEB WORLD
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BUFFALO CHIPS

CINDERELLAS

A US congressman from North Carolina, Bob Etheridge, is lobbying for
a stamp to be issued to honour the actress Ava Gardner, a native of the state
who died in 1990.  Those of you who remember this sultry,
dark-haired beauty, who made her first films in the 1940�s,
can add a colour version of the accompanying illustration
of a proposed stamp (found on the congressman�s website)
to their collections and redefine �cinderella.�

And speaking of lobbying, Phil has asked us to publish
another potential �cinderella,� picturing our eighteenth
prime minister.

� � � � �

AUCTION FRAUD ALLEGED

A recent edition of Linn�s Stamp News reported that �. .
. seven stamp dealers were accused in federal court in New York City July
23 of swindling collectors and auction houses out of millions of dollars by
agreeing not to bid against each other. . . . The suit accuses the dealers of
collusion and restraint of trade stretching over two decades.�  They allegedly
�. . . undermined that competitive process by rigging the bids they submitted
at stamp auctions. To reduce the prices they paid for stamps, and to reduce
competition drastically in the stamp market, the defendants conducted
their own secret auctions prior to the actual public bidding. The individual
with the highest bid for a particular lot at the secret auction agreed to bid up
to that price at the public auction. The losing bidders
. . . refrained from bidding . . . thus reducing
competition, lowering the price that the lot�s owner
received and reducing the auction house�s commissions.
. . . The lawsuit gave this account of what happened:
�In the secret auction before the . . . Siegel�s auction,
two of the Ring members bid $57,000 for [the British
Commonwealth collection] that a Ring member
ultimately purchased at that auction for only $26,000.
On that lot alone, the Ring deprived the seller of over
$31,000, and the auction house was further deprived
of part of its commissions.�

The lawsuit gave this account of what happened:
�In the secret auction before the . . . Siegel�s auction, two of the Ring
members bid $57,000 for [the British Commonwealth collection] that a
Ring member ultimately purchased at that auction for only $26,000. On
that lot alone, the Ring deprived the seller of over $31,000, and the auction
house was further deprived of part of its commissions.�

Trepel told Linn�s that the collection had been consigned by an agent on
behalf of an estate. �The agent has been notified by our firm that this
particular lot is cited in the lawsuit,� Trepel said.

A name frequently mentioned in the lawsuit is that of Ahmed Hegazi,
an Egyptian-born limousine driver in New York whom Feldman had
apparently met on one of his buying trips from London to Manhattan.
Outsiders consider Hegazi, who acted as an auction agent and courier, a
hapless pawn of the group. He was not named as one of the defendants in
the suit.

The individual who alerted authorities to the activities of the alleged
conspiracy is stamp dealer Gregory Stolow. Stolow is the son of Julius
Stolow and the nephew of Henry Stolow, both deceased. Operating as J.
and H. Stolow, the brothers were among the world�s biggest stamp dealers
from the 1940s to the 1970s.

The lawsuit did not say how Stolow learned about the ring. �Stolow did
not participate directly in the Ring, but bid for stamp lots through one or
more Ring members,� the suit said. It added: �At some point after June

1997, Stolow wrote letters or spoke to Ring members, and
sought money for refraining from disclosing the Ring�s
activities to others. The Ring members were unable to reach
an accord with Stolow.

�In response to Stolow�s actions, the Ring appears to
have suspended operations in the United States as of the
summer of 1997, although Ring members continued to take
steps necessary to realize their gains from the Ring�s illegal
activities, such as paying for lots purchased through the
Ring.

�Feldman and other stamp dealers may continue to rig
bids for stamp auctions taking place in Europe.�

In presenting its case to the court, the suit warned: �A significant likelihood
exists that, absent legal action or public scrutiny, the Ring will resume its
operation in the United States. Even after the Ring suspended its United
States operations generally, some of its members have continued to jointly
bid on stamps. For example, Defendants Feldman and Apfelbaum often bid
at auctions under a single name, and place their bids through Hegazi.

�When that occurs, after the auction Apfelbaum pays for certain stamps,
and Feldman for others. In this way, Feldman and Apfelbaum � two
independent stamp dealers � continue to agree not to bid against one

another.�
Feldman was believed to be traveling in France and

could not be reached for comment. �I�m told by my
attorneys that I shouldn�t comment right now,�
Apfelbaum said.

Feldman, Apfelbaum, Felder and Osborne are
members in good standing of the American Philatelic
Society, according to an APS staff member. Apfelbaum
served as APS treasurer from 1995 to 1999. Last year,
the society�s board of directors placed Okey on
probation for three years and publicly reprimanded
him for conduct unbecoming a member. Two APS
members complained that Okey attempted to sell a

phony Confederate States cover on eBay and that he misdescribed Internet
auction lots. He has been eBay�s most active stamp dealer. �No comment,
goodbye,� said Okey.

Osborne, whose ads in the American Philatelist have described him as
�probably the world�s most traveled stamp dealer,� logging 200,000 miles a
year, was in England July 30 when he returned a call from Linn�s, inviting
comment on the lawsuit. �This is vastly out of all proportion,� Osborne
said.

� � � � �

THE EURO

Planning a trip to Europe in the near future?  If you are like many
travellers, you save some bills and coins from various countries for use on
your next trip.  The Euro becomes the official circulating currency in those
nations who have agreed to the change on January 1, 2002; national currencies
will be valid only until the end of February, 2002.  Those nations participating:
Belgium, Germany, Greece, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The
Netherlands, Austria, Portugal and Finland.  A stamp issued by France in
June to publicize the change is illustrated.



BLANK ALBUM PAGES
8½" x 11"

A C I D  F R E E  •  W H I T E  •  1 0 0  L B .  S T O C K
I D E A L  F O R  F R E E  H A N D  O R  C O M P U T E R  P R I N T E R S

AVA I L A B L E  I N  3 - H O L E  P U N C H E D
1 0 0  PA G E S  F O R  O N LY  $ 1 0 . 5 0

TO ORDER CALL:
( 204 )  896-3800

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

IN THE

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Name_______________________________________

Address______________________________________

City_________________________________________

Province___________Postal Code_________________

Phone_______________________________________

Collecting  Interests______________________________

__________________________________________________

_______   Regular @ $20.00

_______   Junior/Senior/Spouse @ $15.00

(add a one-time $2.00 admission fee)

If you have a friend, acquaintance or family member who

would like to join our club, please pass this application on

to them. We will supply you with a replacement Buffalo
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NEW MEMBERS

STANLEY F. PAYTON

WINNIPEG , MB.
INTERESTS : ISRAEL , CANADA - TAGGED, N.H.
MEMBERSHIP # 01-02

ALEX A. ZWYGERS

WINNIPEG , MB.
INTERESTS : ALL COUNTRIES

MEMBERSHIP # 01-03

PATTY HARMAN

WINNIPEG, MB
INTERESTS: BRITISH WEST INDES

MEMBERSHIP #01-04

RICK HARMAN

WINNIPEG, MB
INTERESTS: CANADA

MEMBERSHIP # 01-05


