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POSTCARDS AND THE WINNIPEG CONNECTION
BY KEN KRISTJANSEN

In the 1950s there was a TV program called
“You Are There”. It was about moments
in time deemed to be

historically memorable. The series
featured glimpses of our past and
was narrated by Walter Cronkite.
History buffs will remember he
always closed the program with the
words, “…those events that
illustrate and illuminate our time,
except you were there”.

Philately, since that moment in
time when Mr. Hill made it all
possible, has enthusiastically held
our attention. This has been done by those in
charge of the various national post offices
making it interesting. Their varied honourings
of rulers, events and subjects, in a thousand
and one categories past, present and future
have created a huge amount of interest.

Stamps are always interesting, always telling
a story for those willing to take the time to
learn.

Historically speaking, postcards came into
being around 1870. They were sent from the
World’s Fair in Austria. They were
an instant success. Here was a way
people could communicate
economically. The original cards
had undivided backs, as illustrated
by a card from Bruges (or Brugge)
in Belgium.  Strict instructions
were written on the cards that only
a name and address could appear.
Postcards were regarded by the
postal authorities as postal letters.
The publishers, to make them
interesting, showed pictures of buildings,
monuments and scenes or any of a number of
subjects they found or thought to be
interesting.

Europe for the middle class was awash in
cash from the new world. This new-found

culture and leisure gave the Victorians in
Britain a desire to show off.  They had wealth
and position, or simply wanted to communicate
with the rest of the Empire. The French, Dutch,
Belgian, German, Russian, Spanish, Italian and
Austro-Hungarian Empires also liked the idea

of communicating with friends,
relative or business associates
around the world. This
revolutionary idea had publishers
scrambling to produce better and
more interesting cards. German
publishers were in the forefront.
They came up with the chrome-
litho process that allowed a clear
picture to be produced
economically. Millions of cards
became available instantly to the

masses.
It is generally accepted by most historians

that The Golden Age of Postcards was from
1890 to 1914, a period that roughly mirrors
Winnipeg’s time of most dramatic growth.

Around 1906 the undivided back idea was
dropped as impractical. Prior to this date whole
families would have their pictures taken and
lithographed copies made. People would write

continued on page 4



2 / May / The Buffalo

THE WINNIPEG PHILATELIC
SOCIETY

Box 1425, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z1
R.P.S.C. Chapter 86 A.P.S. Chapter 813

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President G. Turnbull
1st Vice-President Clark Grierson
2nd Vice-President Bob Stanley
Past President Beverley Barr
Directors-at-Large (02) Len Kruczynski

Forbes Sharpe
Robert Zacharias

(01) Ken Kristjanson
Treasurer Mike Zacharias
Recording Secretary Judy Lipsey
Membership Secretary Don Fraser

DUTY OFFICERS
Auctioneers Ken Kristjanson

Sid Kroker
Buffalo Editor Alf Brooks
Buffalo Publisher Rick Penko
Buffalo Mailing List Rick Penko
Buffalo Mailing Ron DeWit
Librarian Robert Zacharias
Programme Chairman Don Fraser
Exhibition Chairman Clark Grierson
Property Manager Terry Shestko
Sales Circuit Managers Len Kruczynski

Gerry Babij
Name Badges Rick Penko

Annual Dues Payable July 1st Each Year:

  Regular-  $20.00 Senior- $15.00
  Spouse†- $15.00 Junior- $15.00

† A spouse of a member may become a member with all
the rights, privileges and responsibilities of
membership, but does not receive The Buffalo.

Application filed July to April
Admission
Fee Dues Total

Regular $2.00 $20.00 $22.00
Others $2.00 $15.00 $17.00

Application filed April, May, June
Regular $2.00       $25.00 $27.00*
Others $2.00       $18.50 $20.50*

* includes dues for following year

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $200.00

RENEWALS
Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid after
September 30th of each year) are charged a
$1.00 reinstatement fee.

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day orientation
before receiving full membership privileges.

-----------------------
The Buffalo is published monthly except in July
and August. Deadline for article submissions
and advertising copy is the 15th of each month
preceding the month of issue.

-----------------------

WEBSITE: WWW.WPS.MB.CA

 COMING EVENTS
7:00 p.m. 1st & 3rd Thursdays

(except Jul. & Aug.). Visitors always welcome.
Main Floor, Deaf Centre Manitoba, located

at the corner of 285 Pembina Hwy. & Nassau St.

2002

May 2 - Business Meeting
- Canada Post Presentation

- Bob McClelland

May 3-5 - Stampshow '02
Ramada Marlborough
Hotel

May 16 - Business Meeting
- Auction

June 6 - Business Meeting
- Season Wind-up

June 20 - No Meeting

The first meetings of each month
reserved for Auctions.
 The second meetings of each month
reserved for formal programs.

ADVERTISEMENTS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
MEMBER ADVERTISERS

MEMBERS' ADLETS

146 Provencher Blvd.       Ray & Marilyn Smith
Winnipeg, Manitoba                     Ph. 233-6754
R2H 0G3     APS, MCC, WPS

Buffalo Advertising Rates
-1/10 page
[approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4"]
at $30 per year [10 issues].

Member’s Adlet
-up to 30 words
[counting an average of 5 characters per word]:

 1 issue -   $1.00
 5 issues - $2.00
10 issues - $3.00

Terms of Payment
-payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society
  in one sum at time of agreement.

Red RiverRed RiverRed RiverRed RiverRed River
Stamp BourseStamp BourseStamp BourseStamp BourseStamp Bourse

Charterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse Hotel

May 12
10:00am - 4:30pm

Post Cards
Buy • Sell • Trade

Call
 
Ken

 

(204)
 
489-2249

kards escape.ca

@

@

Travel
Agent

     Forbes
  Sharpe

Member WPS 275-2864

THE W.P.S. IS ONLINE

 •••••

CHECK US OUT @
www.wps.mb.ca

P.O. Box 21090, RPO Charleswood, Winnipeg, MB  R3R 3R2
Tel/Fax (204) 831-8588



EDITOR NOTES...

3 / May / The Buffalo

For all who are not members of the Winnipeg Philatelic Society, welcome
to our show.  Your being here indicates you have an interest, or at least a
curiosity, in stamp collecting.   Elsewhere in this edition is an application for
membership, but an easier solution if you wish to see what the WPS is all
about is to attend one of our meetings.  We meet the first and third Thursday
of the month, September to June, Deaf Centre Manitoba, 285 Pembina
Highway (at Nassau).  There is a short business meeting at 8:00 PM, but
show up any time after 7:00 to find many members already there. What is
there?
-Members wanting to discuss all aspects of stamp collecting, members who
have stamps to trade.
-Circuits: booklets of stamps from all countries that members offer for sale.
-An extensive library of philatelic publications and research material.
-Buy a ticket and have a chance to win philatelic prizes.
-An auction at the first meeting each month – your opportunity to buy
stamps and to sell your surplus items.
-An interesting philatelic presentation at the second meeting each month.
-Members with items for sale or trade.
Come on down, pay us a visit.

Each December we hold an auction of assorted items (not necessarily
philatelic; in fact, most are not), and send the proceeds (almost $500.00 last
year) to a charity.  Put a box in a closet corner and start collecting those odds
and ends for December; you do not need them any more, but someone out
there does and will buy them and help a charity.

• • • • •

The WPS executive is working to realize a great opportunity for stamp
collectors and the art world.  There is a good chance that we could see an
exhibition of the engraving of Czeslaw Slania in Winnipeg if all can
be worked out.  This would be a significant coup for the WPS and Winnipeg.
Want to know more about this man who recently engraved his 1000th

stamp for Sweden?; check the web sites devoted to him to see what great
work he has done.

A good place to start: Czeslaw Slania Study Group
PO Box 1382
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 USA

On the Web at:    www.norbyhus.dk/chuckm.html

Alf Brooks: ocharon@shaw.ca

BUFFALO CHIPS

TEDDY BEAR

On May 15 Switzerland marks the centenary of the Teddy Bear by
issuing a booklet picturing five different teddy bears.

Who made the first? Credited are Morris and Rose Mitchom in the
USA, inspired by a cartoon drawn by Clifford Berryman.  President Theodore
(Teddy) Roosevelt, on a hunting trip, refused to shoot a bear cub that his
hosts had tied to a tree as an easy target, and adopted it; Berryman then
drew the cartoon.

And if you watch Antiques Roadshow you have seen Steiff bears
with the trademark button in the ear.  The story is that Richard
Steiff was visiting the Stuttgart Zoo looking for a toy idea.  He saw
some bears, made some sketches and gave them to his aunt, who
then designed the first toy bear in
Germany.

• • • • •

IRRADIATED MAIL IN THE USA
Linn’s cautions collectors who wish to send

stamps by mail to take note of what happened
to a Scott #697, a never-hinged James
Monroe with a Nebraska overprint.  Pictured
are before and after.

The stamp was sold at auction and mailed from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to
a collector in Pinehurst, North Carolina.  An official of the US Postal
Service confirmed that only mail addressed

to government offices in
Washington is being
irradiated, and could not
explain why this item
was irradiated and thus

damaged.

• • • • •

CANADA POST – SCULPTORS – JUNE 10
The art of our own Leo Mol (and that of another Canadian sculptor,

Charles Baudelin) will be featured on two stamps issued on June 10.  The
original for the Mol sculpture can be seen in the Leo Mol Sculpture Garden
in Assiniboine Park (or City Park for some – right?).



POSTCARDS AND THE WINNIPEG CONNECTION
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message all over the picture on the
front of the card. Thus family and
friends all over the world could be
brought up to date on the latest
happenings for a two-cent stamp, all
the while complying with the strict
postal laws.

Manitoba became a province in
1870. Winnipeg went from a backwater
HBC trading post to city status with
the arrival of the CPR. Land speculators,
settlers, entrepreneurs, professionals of
all walks of life and all parts of the
world poured in, all seeking fame,
fortune or simply a place to put down
roots. Winnipeg rapidly became the
largest city between Toronto and
Dawson City in the Yukon Territory.
Winnipeg was to be the Promised Land,
the Chicago of the North, the Gateway
to the West. Numbers projected for
the City’s growth were staggering.
Winnipeg attempted to do its part. The

City paved streets, added running
water, electric lights, a street railway
and a wholesale distribution district bar
none. The watchful eye of the ever-
present photographer recorded all these
events. Every newcomer, traveller, or
home-grown resident wanted to tell
the world what this place called
Winnipeg looked like. The
photographer/publishers rose to the
occasion. They made literally
thousands of different pictures of the
City so those back East or elsewhere
could catch a glimpse of what the City
looked like. So many cards were sent
around the world that it became
fashionable to collect Winnipeg cards.
Postcards were retained mainly in
albums as this was really the only
picture friends and family had of those
in the new world. The collecting of
postcards is today stronger then ever
as it is a fascinating passing parade of
a moment in time.

Hey, just kidding! This is not one in the regular series Spot the
Variety, for it is much too easy for our regular WPS variety
spotters. The stamps shown here,
both 90 centimes, were issued by
France in 1937, to commemorate
the third centenary of the
publication of Discours de la méthode
(Discourse of the Method) by the
French mathematician and philosopher Rene Descartes (1596-
1650). Or should that be Discours sur la méthode (Discourse on
the Method)? Well, even the dumbest French lycéen (high school
student) knows that the book’s correct title is: Discours de la
methode, for this philosophical essay is on the high school
curriculum and every young French
person studies at least a few key parts
of it. Its most famous phrase is of
course: Je pense, donc je suis (usually
latinized to Cogito ergo sum, which is
rendered in English by: I think,
therefore I am). Descartes applied
mathematical thinking to philosophy
and once he had established that he
existed he constructed on that premise
a logical philosophical system that has
deeply influenced Western thinking.

SPOT THE VARIETY!
BY WILLEM STEUR

Just the guy to put on a stamp, the French post office must
have thought when the three hundredth anniversary of the

publication rolled around in 1937.
For the postal portrait of Descartes
they reproduced an engraving by
Jonas Suyderhoef (1610-86), which
was based on a painting by the
Dutch portrait painter Frans Hals

(1580-1666). The original painting hangs in the Copenhagen
Museum of Fine Arts but there is a copy in the Louvre Museum
in Paris. Behind the smiling Descartes the French post office
people reproduced what they thought to be the title of his
book: Discours sur la methode.

They were wrong. They should have
looked it up or asked some high school
kid. The uproar about the error was
deafening. Within days the French post
office had a corrected version available
with the correct title: Discours de la
methode, but there were by that time
enough copies of the error in circulation
to keep thousands of philatelists very
happy!
I own both the error and the corrected

stamp or, as Descartes might have put
it: I own and therefore I have!



If you buy or sell stamps at
auction Delcampe.com, http://
s t a m p s . d e l c a m p e . c o m /
main.php?language=E will
interest you.
Sébastien Delcampe, who lives
in Belgium, is a collector who
started the site in October 2000.
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WEB WORLD

A NEW COLLECTION IN FRANCE
BY PASCAL FILIOT

Some of my French philatelic friends have begun to start a new
collection since the 1st of January 2002: getting all the different
kinds of postage that
everyone can use today.
Why?

Because there are
many stamps in France
that can be used today to
affix to your envelope:
• stamps not
demonetised (the greater
part of the issues) with
face value  in ancient
Francs (100 ancient Francs
= 1 « new » Franc) issued before 1960
• stamps with face value in « new » Franc issued since 1960
up to July 1999
• stamps with a double face value in « new » Francs since
July 1999 and in Euro up to December 2001
• stamps with face value in Euro

And all of these stamps can be mixed for postage. So in that

case it is not a sinecure for the post office worker when he has
to verify if the count is good. There are converters in all the
post offices.
Everyone can find these mixed postages on his mail. The
pleasure for the philatelists is to collect the maximum of

different combinations of
postage.

And you can see too
several ways to identify the
country: République
Française, France, RF. Where
are the rules of UPU! A first
mechanical (with the lines)
cancellation and as all the
stamps were not done, four
manual ones.
It is not merely an idea

impossible to accomplish, as there are still many copies of
some of the ancient stamps in the stock of the dealers or even
of philatelists. I receive from time to time mail from dealers
affixed with stamps issued before 1960 and from a few
philatelists like me too.

The main problem is to get a good cancellation clear and
readable!

Dear WPS’ers,
The editor has recently
forwarded to me a note he
received from a member, a note
addressed to me that asked I
publicize a WPS event.  That is
not what “Dear Phil” is about.

I write this column to answer
your questions about items
related to stamp collecting,
that is all.  Perhaps the “Dear

Phil” heading is the cause of the misunderstanding, perhaps it
should be interrogative, to indicate the function more precisely.
Well, I had thought “Ask Phil” would work, but I found a site on
the Web called “AskPhil” that answers specific philatelic questions
(an excellent site, by the way, with a long list of past questions and
answers: check it out at http://www.askphil.org/; I sometimes
wonder who this other Phil is). So I was reluctant to use the same
title, not wanting to have the executive of the WPS sued and reduced
to selling their collections in order to pay the cost of any settlement
– one cannot be too careful these days!  Alternatives such as “Hey,

He wanted a site where collectors could buy and sell stamps
with ease.  Three members registered originally, there are now
over 4600.  On the site you can presently find over 55,000
items for sale.  The record shows that about two-thirds of
items offered are sold.
Registration is easy and free; once you buy or sell a lot you are
notified by email, arrangements are then between the two
parties.

Phil” or “What’s up with that, Phil” did not, in my opinion, match
the elegant tone of this publication.

In the future please limit your letters to questions of a philatelic
nature or to valid comments on previous questions and answers.

Phil
• • • • •

Dear Phil,
Do you know that many philatelic clubs have group workshops on
such things as Canadian errors? Did you know that many philatelists
think these are great for upgrading their philatelic knowledge?
Why doesn’t the WPS do this?  And did you know that they say
about education: it’s free, bring your own container?

KK

Dear KK,
1.No.
2. I am sure they do; always more to learn about philately.
3. Perhaps you should introduce the topic for discussion at a meeting, and
urge the Executive to look seriously at the idea if members like the idea.
4. But you must invest some effort.
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Here is a stamp I am sure from many collections.  Austria
issued two stamps with the same design on  December 12,
1937, a 12 groschen blue green and a 24 groschen carmine.
Some collectors will argue that these are the first-issued
Christmas stamps (that is another story), others that they
were meant as greeting stamps only.

Collectors with magnifying glasses, a sense of history (these
were the last stamps issued by Austria until 1945 – Nazi
Germany incorporated Austria into the Third Reich shortly
after) and, perhaps, good imaginations, see, in the roses,
faces of certain heads of state of the time.

You can judge for yourselves.

FROM MY COLLECTION

Attention all you flyspeckers!! Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images above.
Find ten different changes on the right stamp compared to the left. Good Luck!!

SPOT THE VARIETY 8
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MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 04/02
BY JUDY LIPSEY

MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 18/02
BY JUDY LIPSEY

• Meeting called to order by Gord Turnbull at 8:00 p.m.

GUESTS AND VISITORS:
Robin Harris, Sandy Dewitt.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Gord Turnball:  According to the Constitution, and previous
agreement, Gord will not continue his term as president and
Clark Grierson will take over next year.

• Bob Stanley:  Next meeting the presentation will by Rick
Penko, on the 1908-1923 Washington-Franklin issue.

• Robert Zacharias:  We are short of exhibits for the show.
Only 20 frames have been taken and we are looking to fill
another 30.

• Gerry Babij:  the Youth Stamp Club will meet this coming
Sunday at All Saints Church.

• Sid Kroker:  Works of Czeslaw Slania.  This man is the
world’s most well known engraver of stamps and banknotes.
He was born in Poland, and lived in Sweden, working for the
Swedish Post Office. The Polish Arts Festival Committee wants
to bring samples of his work to Winnipeg (the first time in
Canada)  Needed is a venue (cost free or very minimal, about
800 items will be displayed) The WPS A frames have been
offered. Security may be an issue.  This will all happen in the
Fall, over 2 weeks.

MOTION: By Alf Brooks:  That the members of the WPS
executive and Polish Arts Festival Committee approach city
council about sponsoring this event.  Des Connor 2nd.  Passed.

• Ken Kristjanson: Red River Bourse at the Charter House
Hotel, Sunday, April 14, 10-5.

• Bev Barr:  The show and exhibit is 4 weeks away.  We must
promote the show, and your support is required.  There are
posters here.  The University of Manitobas’s 125th anniversary
commemorative stamp is its feature.  There are 500 posters
and 5000 bookmarks for distribution.  Please do your best to
get them out.  There will ads in the Winnipeg Free Press and
in the community review and tabloids (Metro, Lance, and other
weeklies)

• Gord Turnbull:  The next exhibition meeting is April 11.

• Des Connor:  Concerning the exhibition meeting, everything
is on track.  A full complement (22 tables) is spoken for by
dealers. A sign up sheet to volunteers is circulating.  Needed
are security, front door, reception, take down and set up.  Set
up will take place Friday morning.

• Rick Penko:  New issues.  Laval University April 4th,
University of Trinity College, April 27th.  May 3rd, Tulips.

DRAW: Des Connor, Fred Osterchuk, Bob Stanley, Jack Price

• Meeting adjourned at 8.35

• Meeting called to order by Gord Turnbull at 8:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Gord Turnball:  Bookmarks and posters for the show are
available. Please take some and promote our show, May 3-5,
2002.

• Michael Zacharias:  Correspondence:  July 19-21 the Stamp
Expo will take place in Crystal, Minnesota.  There are some
$5.00 vouchers that can be used at the dealers.  Information
about the show is on our own website and at
www.stampsminnesota.com

• Clark Grierson: Clark talked in general about the issues that
the members of the show committee discuss at their meetings
and deal with.

• Ken Kristjanson: Volunteers are needed for the show.  Please
see the sign up sheet.
• Gord Turnball:  The Czeslaw Slania exhibition is still in the
works, and there is also more information on our website.

• Gord Turnbull:  May 1, channel 8 watch the Big Breakfast
for the show committee.  Since the theme of the show is the
University of Manitoba, Chancellor Bill Norrie has been invited
to open the show.

• Tonight’s presentation will by Rick Penko, on the 1908-1923
Washington-Franklin issue.

DRAW:
Justin Lacko, Bob Harris, Fred Osterchuk, Ken Kristjanson.
• Meeting adjourned at 8:15
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

IN THE

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Name_______________________________________

Address______________________________________

City_________________________________________

Province___________Postal Code_________________

Phone_______________________________________

Collecting  Interests______________________________

__________________________________________________

_______   Regular @ $20.00

_______   Junior/Senior/Spouse @ $15.00

(add a one-time $2.00 admission fee)

If you have a friend, acquaintance or family member who

would like to join our club, please pass this application on

to them. We will supply you with a replacement Buffalo

Stampshow '02
May 3 - 5, 2002

Ramada Marlborough Hotel
331 Smith Street


