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EASY TIPS FOR WRECKING A STAMP COLLECTION

BY JANET KLUG

Stamps and covers are fragile pieces of
paper. They will deteriorate quickly if
subjected to mistreatment. Wrecking a

perfectly good stamp collection that took
years to assemble is easy. Just follow these
simple steps:

NO. 1 Keep your collection in your basement.
It is humid there and humidity is the enemy
of stamp collections. Mint stamps will become
stuck to the albums, mounts, glassines or stock
books in which they are housed.

Humidity also breeds mold and mildew,
which will attack your albums and stamps.

NO. 2 Keep your collection in the attic. If
the basement is a bad place for a stamp
collection, the attic is even worse. At least
the basement has a fairly constant
temperature. The attic does not.

In the summer, the temperature in an
unfinished attic might soar well over 100
degrees. In the winter the temperature can
go far below freezing.

The humidity swings are just as dramatic,
moving from too dry to too wet, sometimes
in just a few hours.

Attics and basements also attract uninvited
houseguests in the form of insects and rodents
that might enjoy nibbling on your tasty
collection.

NO. 3 Cram as many stamps as possible in
your albums and stock books. This will almost
certainly result in folded corners and pulled
perforations, and it might also make the
stamps stick together.

An overstuffed album or stockbook, such as
the one shown here, will put added stress on
the binding and wreck not only the stamps
but also the storage medium.

NO. 4 Pick your stamps up with your fingers.
If you want to damage your stamps, go ahead
and use your bare hands instead of stamp tongs.

Your hands have natural oils that will transfer
to the stamps, which will cause them to
discolor over time.

You can accelerate the process by eating
while you work on your stamps. Go ahead and
eat that greasy hamburger or jelly doughnut
while hinging stamps in the album. Your hands
will become even oilier, and if you are lucky,
you will drip crumbs into the album, staining
the pages and stamps and attracting more
critters to come and feast upon your collection.
Do you like health food? Even tofu and trail
mix aren’t good for stamps.

If you are prone to spilling, working on your
collection while drinking milk, coffee, tea, soft
drinks, wine or other beverages can also be
extremely helpful in wrecking a collection.

If you don’t like to handle your stamps with
your fingers, use cosmetic tweezers instead of
stamp tongs. Why go to the added expense of
buying a set of tongs when you can use your
old sharp-tipped tweezers to gouge and pull
your stamps?

NO. 5 Leave your stamps where they will be
in direct sunlight. Even artificial light will
cause photochemical color changes in stamps,
but sunlight is particularly good.

continued on page 4
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EDITOR NOTES...
Here we go again, the first edition of 2003-04, I hope you find it interesting.
And please submit an article about something philatelic that interests you,
I am sure it will interest others as well.

•••••

Back in February we passed a motion that would permit a member of the
Society, twice a year, to submit for publication a brief ad offering to buy, sell
or trade philatelic material.  As the mover of the motion my idea was that
anything that led to the exchange of philatelic material would benefit
members.  I believe that we all have either hidden treasures that others
would be interested in, or we are looking for items and are not sure where to
look.  Ads such as those proposed would help satisfy some of these needs.
Ads were to be submitted to the editor.

Seven months have passed, and it appears that what I (we?) saw as a good
idea then perhaps was not a good idea at all; no ads have been submitted.
Anyone interested?

•••••

From time to time we all take stock of aspects of our lives, evaluate what has
happened recently, add up accomplishments, assess failures and shortcomings,
think of changes that might be made, could be made, should be made, and then
taken action, or perhaps taken no action.

The late Glenn Hanson often wrote that the summer was a time for leisurely
collecting, for reorganizing, perhaps starting something new.  How many reading
this now have evaluated and made changes in their collecting during the summer
months?  There is an article there if anyone would care to write it.

•••••

One of the best parts of our annual Show over the years has been the activity
and enthusiasm at the Youth table; it is great to see all the keen young
collectors.  And since they revived the Sunday meetings for young collectors
Gerry and Bob have been doing a fine job to keep it all going, to keep the
interest up.  As they have asked in the past, they can always use our help:
attending meetings to give a hand, perhaps introducing young collectors to
different topics.  And if we can’t see our way clear to attend a  meeting we
all have material to give to help young collectors maintain and increase
interest in philately.  Bring in the material, you know who to give it to.

•••••

The Society will be holding another Saturday auction in November, rules
much the same as past efforts.  Ask RZ if you need details.

•••••

A collector in Ottawa, David G. Jones [ciadmilefailte2002@yahoo.com]
would like to contact other collectors of Canada new issue posters.

•••••

MICHEL

DEUTSCHLAND-SPEZIAL 2003
A REVIEW BY ALF BROOKS

The last edition of Michel’s German Specialized catalogue, issued in 2000,
was one volume and 1976 pages; the 2003 version, newly-released, is in two
volumes (easier to handle) with 2135 pages.  Another obvious difference is
values now in euros and not in marks; this made me compare the catalogue
values of a common modern stamp.  A mint stamp that was DM3.50 is
now € 2.00; my currency converter tells me that today’s rate is DM3.50 =
€ 1.79, rounded off to € 2.00, I am sure.

If you collect the German area (a large one, with former states and colonies,
the Empire, occupied territories, occupied Germany, the “two” Germanys
after 1945 – many areas of potential specialization) you will already know
some German; if you are intimidated because you don’t know the language
well, not to worry.  Michel also publishes a twelve-page booklet for English
speakers that translates terms and is an excellent resource; with it and an
elementary dictionary you should manage quite well learning what you
need to know from the catalogue.  The booklet is presently being revised,
and improved, I am sure.

The  catalogue includes issues from Bayern (Bavaria) #1 of 1849 to issues
of April 2003.  Improvements include a complete revision of the early
“Germania” issues section, which now includes the corresponding official
issues.  The “Inflation” issues section has been reorganized in a more logical
format.  You will find  additional information for cancelled and on cover
values, and the sheetlets that were first issued in 1994 are catalogued for the
first time.  And you will find more information for stamps issued in coils
and as self-adhesives.

Values remain stable; the biggest changes are increases in the used and on
cover items of occupation issues and of Soviet and French Occupation used
stamps.
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Leave your open album on your desk that sits in front of a
sunny window, as shown, and see how quickly the stamps will
change colors.

Frame your best stamps and hang them on the wall in a
sunny location. A year from now, or sooner, they will be
wrecked.

NO. 6 If you use hinges to mount your stamps, slobber all over
the hinges before sticking them to the stamp and album page.
Excess moisture makes the gum from the hinges flow out and
will stick the stamp to the page almost as well as if you had
used a glue stick.

If you use mounts, slobber all over the backs of the mounts.
The stamp dealer description “slightly disturbed gum”
sometimes reflects a situation wherein a collector’s excess saliva
oozed through the slit at the back of the mount, leaving his
mark in the otherwise pristine mint never-hinged gum.

NO. 7 Store your albums horizontally rather than vertically.
To do the maximum amount of damage, stack albums and
stock books horizontally, one on top of another.

The pressure will stick the stamps to the album pages. This
is especially effective if used in conjunction with step No. 2
(keeping the albums in the basement or attic).

NO. 8 If you use mounts, use the wrong size. A too tight fit
will damage a stamp in time because the mount will shrink a
bit over time. The porous stamps also are subject to minute
size variances according to the relative humidity.

Stamps will buckle if the mount is too tight. If the mount is
too big, the stamps will fall out and become creased or lost.

While we are on the subject of mounts, to score additional
bonus points in wrecking your collection, you can cut the mount
strips with the stamps already in them. Doing so entertains
the risk that you will lop off the perforations or cut right into
the stamp if you are careless or if the stamp slips in the mount.

NO. 9 Use your stamp albums as filing cabinets. If you see an
interesting article about German inflation issues, cut it out
and put it in the Germany section of your album.

Over time, the acid from the newsprint will leach onto the
stamps and album page, darkening them and making them
brittle.

Put loose covers in the albums too. That way when you turn
the pages, the covers will shift around and crease the stamps
that have been affixed to the pages.

NO. 10 Write on the backs of your stamps and covers. This is
an all too common practice.

Many collectors write the catalog numbers and values on
the backs of the stamps in pencil.

Even if such writing were not destructive to the stamp, the
utility of it is false. Catalog numbers can change, catalog values
do change and not all catalogs use the same numbering systems
and values.

Some writing on stamps is in ink. Some collectors write in
pencil but press so hard that their wretched scribblings are
embossed into the paper. All types of writing on stamps, as
shown, are excellent techniques to use to wreck a stamp
collection.

If writing on the backs of stamps is bad, need I say that
writing on the front of the stamps will make the damage even
more obvious? I guess I do, because I’ve seen it done.

NO. 11 Children love to draw and color in books with their
crayons and markers, so be sure to leave your stamp albums
where your kids and grandkids can get to them. Think of the
pleasure their decorations will give you both in years to come.

NO. 12 If you leave your collection where the youngsters can
get to it, presumably any household pet can play with it too.

Dogs and cats are especially fond of stamp collections. Dogs
love chewing them. Cats are more partial to lying upon them,
rolling around on them or chasing individual stamps across
the floor with their claws extended.

Your beloved pets can be almost as adept as your precocious
children in wrecking your stamp collection.

What’s that you say? You don’t want to wreck your stamp
collection?

Well, that’s easy enough. Just assiduously avoid all the handy
tips in this article and your collection will stay in the best
possible condition.

My thanks to Ken Stewart for suggesting this article.

(Janet Klug is the president of the American Philatelic Society.
The article is reprinted here with her permission and the
permission of Linn’s Stamp News, copyright 2003)

.

EASY TIPS FOR WRECKING A STAMP COLLECTION
continued from page 1

AUCTION IS OPEN TO
GENERAL PUBLIC
& WPS MEMBERS

Winnipeg Philatelic Society  Auction
Saturday, November 15, 2003

Deaf Centre,  285 Pembina Hwy.
Time: 2p.m. - 5 p.m.
Preview: 1:30 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION
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Back in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s I ordered new issues from a number
of different countries, including Canada, the United States,
the United Nations, and Canal Zone, of all places.

What I found interesting was how the various countries
mailed their completed orders back to myself. Canada and the
United States used government-type envelopes with a ‘Postage
Paid’ type of stamp indicia (ie. no postage stamps). However,
the United Nations and Canal Zone both used real postage
stamps on their outgoing mail — this was great for a stamp
collector!

Just before the Canal Zone post office ceased operations I
placed an order for all of the then current stamp issues. What
a pleasant surprise it was to receive the order with the cover
illustrated here: some 22 stamps were used of which 20 are
different! Notice that each of the stamps would have been
placed on individually; as well, the mailing address was done
manually on a non-electric typewriter (ah, the good ol’ days).
The cover was mailed April 4, 1977 from Balboa, Canal Zone
and received in Winnipeg April 18, 1977, as noted by dated
cancellations on the back of the cover.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE:
THE CAPE TRIANGLES

BY ALF BROOKS

#1'S

Issued September 1, 1853
· The first postage stamps for an African country
· The first stamps in other than rectangular or square

shape
· Why triangular?  One explanation is that many postal

clerks were illiterate; the unique shape would help
them see the difference from foreign stamps.

MY FAVOURITE COVER
by: Robin Harris

· Printed by Perkins Bacon of London
· Charles Bell, Surveyor-General of the Cape colony,

made rough sketches; William Humphreys engraved
the design.

· Design shows seated Hope (of Faith, Hope and
Charity)

· 1p red, 4p blue
· Printed on “deeply blued” paper
· An issue that has been forged repeatedly in the last

150 years
· You would like to have one for your collection?  A

few hundred dollars for a good copy, possible to buy
copies of lesser quality for less.

The Cape colony was first established by the Dutch in
1652.  It was later taken by Britain, handed back by treaty,
then finally to British control again in 1806.  In 1910 the
colony became part of the Union of South Africa.
One story connects the issue with the beginnings of
StanleyGibbons’ stamp business; a sailor sold a sack of
used ‘Triangles’ he had won in a contest for £5 to the
young entrepreneur.

-Some information for this article from Gibbons Stamp
Monthly
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SPOT THE VARIETY 14
Attention all you flyspeckers!! Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images above.

Find eight different changes on the right stamp compared to the left. Good Luck!!

CANADA POST’S
STAMP PROGRAM FOR 2004

A press release this summer announced the 2004 program,
with a number of series continuing and a number of new subjects
for collectors to look forward to.  However, because of the
rate change for 2004 the program could be said to start this
year, with definitives coming out 20 December:
· 49¢ first class: QEII, Flag and Maple leaf coil.
·  80¢ USA: Maple leaf
· $1.40 International: Maple leaf
· $5.00 Moose

Commemoratives in continuing series will be issued as follows:
· January 17: Six stamps honouring hockey heroes.
· January 22: Lunar New Year: Year of the Monkey single and

souvenir sheet
· January 30: Five Tourist stamps for USA destinations.  One

of the stamps will honour Le Carnaval de Québec, the world’s
largest winter carnival.

· March 5: a stamp honouring the University of Sherbrooke
· April 15: Five stamps featuring the bird paintings of John

James Audubon
· June 1: Five Tourist stamps for International mail.  One

will honour the Canadian National Exhibition.
· October: Art stamps featuring the work of painter Jean-

Paul Lemieux.
· Christmas stamps issued in November to mark the centennial

of Toronto’s Santa Claus Parade.

New topic commemoratives will be issued on the following
topics (and, as you know, there will likely be changes and
additions):

· January 30: a 49¢ stamp marking the centennial of Montréal’s
Children’s Hospital.

· March 16: a stamp to honour our 24th Governor General,
The Right Honourable Ramon John Hnatyschyn, who died
last December.

· March 26: The Army Cadets mark their 125th anniversary
with a stamp.

·  March 31: The Toronto Subway opened fifty years ago; the
occasion will be marked with one stamp.

· May 28:  Royal 2004 Royale takes place in Halifax next
year.  Two stamps honouring shipping magnates Samuel
Cunard and Sir Hugh Allen will be issued in conjunction
with the Show.

· June 26:  A joint issue with France to mark the 400th

anniversary of French settlement in North America, on Île
Ste. Croix.

· September 23: Two stamps honouring Drs. Michael Smith
and Gerhard Herzberg, Nobel prize winners in chemistry.

· October 1: Eight stamps to be issued featuring pets, to
celebrate Stamp Collecting Month.

· October 25: Two stamps issued to honour 150 years of
Canadian Victoria Cross Winners.

In addition, the press release also mentions the issue of a
commemorative envelope, May 23, to honour the 75th

anniversary of the Société philatélique de Québec.

If you collect Canada mint, or even if you collect only used,
you can begin to estimate costs for 2004, although not every
issue has the denomination of the stamps to be issued mentioned;
but you know that with the rate increase it will cost more than
last year.
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In 2002 Canada Post issued a set of four stamps to coincide with the Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City  featuring ice hockey, freestyle skiing, curling
and short track speed skating.  You will recall that Canadian athletes did well
at Salt Lake.
In July Canada Post received a silver medal in a competition honouring
stamps issued to honour the Olympic Games; the award was presented at
the International Olympic Committee session held in Prague.  A stamp
from Poland won the gold medal.

•••••

How to appeal to young collectors?  Swiss post issues two stamps in
September picturing “Diddl.”
Diddl is a jumping mouse (a jerboa), the creation of Thomas Goletz of
Germany, who says “I am cheesycrackerwhizzy delighted that Diddl has
been honoured in this way.”

•••••

Earlier this year  Canada issued a stamp marking the fiftieth anniversary of
the end of the Korean War, an action that saw United Nations troops
fighting for three years against the forces of North Korea and China.  The
United States also issued a stamp for the occasion, picturing their Korean
War Memorial.

•••••

BUFFALO CHIPS

You may recall Swiss Post issuing an
embroidery stamp in 2000, a stamp
heralded as the first in this material.  The
Inter-Governmental Philatelic
Corporation has issued an embroidered
stamp to mark the 100th anniversary of
the teddy bear.  The stamps were issued
on behalf of Gambia, Grenada,
Grenadines of Grenada Carraiccou, St
Vincent and Sierra Leone.  The stamp for
Sierra Leone is pictured here.  All were
produced by Bischoff Textile Ag of
Switzerland.

•••••

How many stamps have been issued on
the subject of Harry Potter?  Here is
another, made up by an enterprising
collector using a frame from Canada’s
personalized stamps.

•••••

In 1955 the US Postal Service issued a
stamp, Scott #1068, marking the 150th

anniversary of the discovery of “The Old
Man of the Mountain” in New
Hampshire.  The “Old Man” was a rock
formation that certainly looked like a face

in profile, formed by years of erosion.  The erosion continued and earlier this
year the formation collapsed.  Talk is that it
will be recreated using more durable
materials.

•••••
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ACID FREE € WHITE € 100 LB. STOCK
IDEAL FOR FREE HAND OR COMPUTER PRINTERS

100 PAGES FOR ONLY $10.50
TO ORDER CALL:
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

IN THE

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Name_______________________________________

Address______________________________________

City_________________________________________

Province___________Postal Code_________________

Phone_______________________________________

Collecting  Interests______________________________

__________________________________________________

_______   Regular @ $20.00

_______   Junior/Senior/Spouse @ $15.00

(add a one-time $2.00 admission fee)

If you have a friend, acquaintance or family member who

would like to join our club, please pass this application on

to them. We will supply you with a replacement Buffalo

Dear Phil,
Why can’t Canada Post be
more progressive in its
promotion of stamp
collecting?  I am generally
happy with the stamps
issued every year, I

understand that stamps are not issued exclusively for
collectors like me, I know that Canada Post must make
money and thus sells merchandise.  Fair enough, but why
can’t they “get with it?”
I recently read (in the August Gibbons Stamp Monthly) that
Hong Kong will have an International Stamp Exhibition
in 2004.  They have chosen as their “Philatelic Ambassador”
Kelly Chen.  I had never heard of her before, but a little
searching tells me she is a STAR in many countries in the
East.  She was chosen for her “healthy image” (she sure looks
healthy to me!) and to “increase interest in philatelic [sic]
amongst teenagers.”
Could we not urge Canada Post to use some of our stars to
promote philately?  We have many entertainers to chose
from: Shania Twain, Celine Dionne, Diane Krall, Liona
Boyd; just these four appeal to many musical tastes.  Joni
Mitchell for older collectors, Eugene Levi and Catherine
O’Hara, there are many to choose from.  And if Burton
Cummings can promote the Sals, he could certainly promote
collecting.
Good idea?
 - Still Jiving after all these years.

Dear Jiving,
It is refreshing, enlightened, forward-thinking collectors such as
you that keep our hobby interesting.  By all means contact Canada
Post, have your friends do
the same, perhaps someone
in Ottawa will listen to you
and carry the idea forward.
I am thankful for one thing,
that you do not know who
my favourite artists are,
and thus are unable to taint
my musical enjoyment by
having them involved in
such promotional schemes.


