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TWO HUNDRED YEARS - THE STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
BY ALF BROOKS

Richard Trevithick (1771-1833) first developed
steam engines in the late 1790’s to pump water
and other waste from mines. He and others

saw the possibility of
using steam engines as
motive power for
transportation and
began developing early
locomotives.  One of
Trevithick’s first efforts
was the Puffing Devil of
1801, but its success
was hindered by an
inability to make
sufficient steam and the poor condition of the roads -
these early attempts ran on ordinary roads, not rails.
They also had a tendency to blow up.

Samuel Homfray owned an iron works at Methyr
Tydfil in Wales, and wanted an
efficient way to move iron from
his factory to the Methyr-Cardiff
canal.  He offered a prize of £500
to someone who could move his
product successfully using steam
power.  Trevithick’s answer was a
locomotive named the
Penydarren; it weighed seven
tons, and had a single vertical
cylinder that drove an eight foot
flywheel by a connecting long
piston rod. On February 21,
1804, the functioning steam
locomotive made its first successful
trip, hauling five wagons
containing ten tons of iron and
seventy passengers at a maximum
speed of six kilometres an
hour. This date and this trip are
seen as the birth of locomotive rail transportation.
Penydarren made two more trips, but on all trips the rails
fractured and had to be replaced.  Although Homfray
awarded the £500 prize, he concluded that his
transportation costs were unlikely to be reduced, and he
abandoned the
project.

T r e v i t h i c k
continued his work
on locomotives.  In
1809 another of his
locomotives, Catch
Me Who Can, carried
passengers around a
circular track in
Euston Square,
London. This
popular novelty
operated during the summer of 1808; for a shilling
passengers circled on iron rails at speeds of up to nineteen
kilometres an hour. But again the cast iron rails fractured

and after two months the circular railway was closed.
However, because of his many developments, Trevithick
deserves to be recognized as the man who first showed that

a railway propelled by a
steam locomotive was
the transportation of the
future.

George & Robert
Stephenson:
In 1829 trials were held at
Rainhill (near Liverpool)
to decide which
competing locomotive

would provide the power for the Liverpool and
Manchester Railway, due to open the following year.  The
Rocket, designed and built by George Stephenson and his
son, Robert, was the clear winner.  It was the first of the

‘modern’ locomotives, as it used a
multi-tubular boiler, which made
the engine much more efficient.
Previous boilers consisted of a
single pipe surrounded by water.
Other innovations included in the
design were such things as venting
the exhaust steam up the chimney
to pull fresh air into the fire -
increasing the heat of the fire and
the pressure in the boiler, making
the Rocket quicker.  Its grate area
was six square feet (by comparison,
the grate area of one of the last
modern steam locomotives, the
Union Pacific’s articulated 4-8-8-4
Big Boy, had a grate area of 150
square feet and was eighty-five
feet long, ten times the length of
the Rocket).  These design features

were used in all subsequent steam locomotives
A contemporary account wrote (in part): “The steam

locomotive Rocket, built by Robert Stephenson and
Company of Newcastle Upon Tyne, has won the Rainhill
Trials. These trials, held over the last few weeks, were

organised by the
owners of the
Liverpool and
Manchester Railway
which, though still
under construction,
is due to open next
year. A prize of
£500 has been
awarded to
Stephenson and, in
addition, the
contract to supply

locomotives for the Liverpool and Manchester Railway.
Although the idea of steam locomotives is not new

continued on page 4

The Countess of Dufferen



2 / May / The Buffalo

THE WINNIPEG PHILATELIC
SOCIETY

Box 1425, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z1
R.P.S.C. Chapter 86 A.P.S. Chapter 813

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Bob Stanley
1st Vice-President Des Connor
2nd Vice-President Russ Thompson
Past President Clark Grierson
Directors-at-Large (04) Len Kruczynski

Forbes Sharpe
Robert Zacharias

(05) Ken Kristjanson
Treasurer Mike Zacharias
Recording Secretary Judy Lipsey
Membership Secretary Don Fraser

DUTY OFFICERS
Auctioneers Ken Kristjanson

Sid Kroker
Buffalo Editor Alf Brooks
Buffalo Publisher Rick Penko
Buffalo Mailing List Rick Penko
Buffalo Mailing Ron DeWit
Librarian Robert Zacharias
Programme Chairman Russ Thompson
Exhibition Chairman Des Connor
Property Manager Terry Shestko
Sales Circuit Managers Len Kruczynski

Gerry Babij
Name Badges Rick Penko

Annual Dues Payable July 1st Each Year:

  Regular-  $20.00 Senior- $15.00
  Spouse†- $15.00 Junior- $15.00

† A spouse of a member may become a member with all
the rights, privileges and responsibilities of
membership, but does not receive The Buffalo.

Application filed July to April
Admission
Fee Dues Total

Regular $2.00 $20.00 $22.00
Others $2.00 $15.00 $17.00

Application filed April, May, June
Regular $2.00       $25.00 $27.00*
Others $2.00       $18.50 $20.50*

* includes dues for following year

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $200.00

RENEWALS
Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid after
September 30th of each year) are charged a
$1.00 reinstatement fee.

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day orientation
before receiving full membership privileges.

-----------------------
The Buffalo is published monthly except in July
and August. Deadline for article submissions
and advertising copy is the 15th of each month
preceding the month of issue.

-----------------------

WEBSITE: WWW.WPS.MB.CA

COMING EVENTS
Doors Open 6:00 p.m. - Business Meeting 8:00 p.m.

1st & 3rd Thursdays (except Jul. & Aug.).
Visitors always welcome.

Main Floor, Deaf Centre Manitoba, located
at the corner of 285 Pembina Hwy. & Nassau St.

2004

April 30 - Stampshow'04

May 06 - Business Meeting
- Auction

May 20 - Business Meeting
- Stamp Quiz

June 03 - Last Meeting

July - No Meetings

August - No Meetings

Sept. 02 - Business Meeting
- Auction

The first meetings of each month
reserved for Auctions.
The second meetings of each month
reserved for formal programs.

ADVERTISEMENTS

MEMBERS' ADLETS

Buffalo Advertising Rates
-1/10 page
[approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4"]
at $30 per year [10 issues].

Member’s Adlet
-up to 30 words
[counting an average of 5 characters per word]:

 1 issue - $1.00
 5 issues - $2.00
10 issues - $3.00

Terms of Payment
-payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society
  in one sum at time of agreement.

Red RiverRed RiverRed RiverRed RiverRed River
Stamp BourseStamp BourseStamp BourseStamp BourseStamp Bourse

Charterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse HotelCharterhouse Hotel

May 9
9:00am - 4:00pm

Travel
Agent

     Forbes
  Sharpe

Member WPS 275-2864

P.O. Box 21090, RPO Charleswood, Winnipeg, MB  R3R 3R2
Tel/Fax (204) 831-8588

Pack Rat
Hobbies &
Collectibles

316-B Des Meurons St.
(Between Goulet & Marion)

Winnipeg, MB R2H 2N5

•••
Call Alex (204) 231–1122

•••
Stamps & Supplies

Buy • Sell • Trade • Consignments

Post Cards
Buy • Sell • Trade

Call
 
Ken

 

(204)
 
489-2249

kards escape.ca

@

@kards@mts.net

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
MEMBER ADVERTISERS



3 / May / The Buffalo

EDITOR NOTES...
The Collector
What is a collector?  Consider some examples:

•”I have met [Sandy] Koufax collectors and Koufax ‘completionists.’ In
Washington, I was introduced to Michael Levett, whose youthful devotion
to Koufax led to an adult passion for collecting the baseball card of every
Jewish major-leaguer. (He has 128 of the 148 he covets).

In Philadelphia, I discovered Phil Paul, whose ambition is to acquire a
ticket stub from each of Koufax’s 165 victories. So far, he’s got 107,
including all four no-hitters, the world series games, the record strikeout
performances, and two one-hitters. Stubs cost him anywhere from twenty
to forty dollars. A full ticket is double the price. ‘My Holy Grail, the one
game I really need is his first win, August twenty-seventh, nineteen fifty-
five,’ Paul said. ‘There were only ten thousand people at Ebbets Field.’
Paying customers that night: 7,204.”
(Jane Leavy -  Sandy Koufax, A Lefty’s Legacy, p. xii. HarperCollins 2002)

•”Our collections are reflections of ourselves.  We collect what we will;
store and care for it according to our vision.  But why do we gather,collect
and hoard in the first place?

Collecting is a universal passion that goes as far back as historians are able
to trace, and it transcends cultures and economics.  Poor Americans collect
things, and so do wealthy Indonesians.

Freud of Vienna had the idea that collectors were stuck in the second
stage of development in his theoretical world.  Others have the notion that
collecting signals insecurity and fosters a belief in the power of objects, such
as talismans and skulls.

Some people with scholarly degrees theorize that in effect we “collect
ourselves.”  Our mania to acquire what we like and shape it into a collection
of our own devise is part of a healing process.

Or maybe collectors are people who intuitively sort and classify
everything, knowing something by reducing it to it’s constituent parts, and
thus collecting is an attempt at reconstruction.  But what?  Is a collection a
discovery, where each new stamp in the album adds another piece of the
puzzle to our self-portrait?

Surely, collecting is an addiction, and I can already hear 97% of you
saying, “Get off it. Just give us the stamps!” so I will.  But one last thought:
If there weren’t any stamps for us to collect, then surely we’d invent
them.”(Mike Mills)

•”The traditional picture of the stamp collector as either a bespectacled
man in advancing middle-age or a short-trousered schoolboy was never
really accurate. A more realistic division would have been between the
specialist, collecting only the stamps of one country, and the general
collector who was interested, if not in the whole world, then certainly in a
large group of countries.” (Gibbons Stamp Monthly)

•The Collector is a novel written by John Fowles, made into a movie in
1965.  Directed by William Wyler, the title character (played by Terence
Stamp - a nice coincidence) is a socially withdrawn bank clerk who collects
butterflies.  He wins a fortune on a football pool and collects (imprisons) a
young woman whom he admires, with tragic results.

• In answer to the question “What is my collection of gold replica stamps
worth?” Eugene Swonger, an American stamp dealer, made the following
comments: “I am not against the marketing of these items. But
unfortunately, we dealers have the sometimes unpleasant              task of
telling the owners that they overpaid for these items (they typically sell for
$5.95 to $9.95 each), especially when they bring the invoice with them,
revealing what was paid!  “I once campaigned for the elimination of these
items, and tried to ‘save’ the public, but I have        figured out that you really
can’t ‘save’ the public when they don’t want to be saved, so I just treat them
as any other merchandise as far as buying and selling.”

• I have just finished reading Conrad Black’s biography of President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  FDR was a stamp collector, and in the
concluding pages of the book Black says that “He [Roosevelt]
had...something of the eclectic and arbitrary mind of the stamp collector.”

SPOT THE VARIETY 17
Attention all you flyspeckers!! Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images above.

Find six (6) different changes on the right stamp compared to the left. Good Luck!!
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS -
THE STEAM LOCOMOTIVE      continued from page 1

(Robert’s father, George Stephenson, has been
involved for 15 years in their production and use at
collieries and on the Stockton and Darlington
Railway), Stephenson’s “Rocket” will work on a
railway between Liverpool and Manchester which
will be the first full-scale passenger railway in the
world to exclusively use steam locomotives.

“The trials have been held these weeks on a
section of track nine miles from Liverpool - a
section which will form part of the complete line
between the port city and Manchester. Huge
crowds [estimated at 15 000] have been attending
the final trials; the construction of grandstands has
been necessary.  The Liverpool and Manchester
Railway Board stipulations required the winning
locomotive to pull a weight equal to three times the
engine’s weight for a distance equivalent to that of
a normal run between Liverpool and Manchester.
The Rocket has performed consistently well over
the last three weeks of trials, pulling a full weight at
thirteen miles an hour and a carriage of passengers
at up to 25 miles an hour. It was the only
locomotive to fulfill all the conditions set down by
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway.

“The Liverpool and Manchester Railway is expected to open by the
autumn of next year and this should usher in a new era in transportation, both
of goods and of people. And we expect Stephenson’s Rocket and other

locomotives produced by George and Robert
Stephenson to be at the forefront of this transport
revolution.”

At the official opening of the railway almost a
year later on September 15, 1830 the first run of the
Rocket was marred by the first railway casualty in
history, with the accidental death of William
Huskisson.

And in Manitoba:
We have our own railway history, with a
prominent part of it on display at the Railway
Museum. There you can see The Countess of
Dufferin, believed by most to be the CPR original
Number 1. Perhaps some of you can remember
climbing over it when it sat on Higgins Avenue,
across from the CPR station and ‘The Royal Alex’
hotel.

It was originally an American locomotive, built
in Philadelphia in 1872 for the Northern Pacific
Railroad of America.  Joseph Whitehead, a
contractor, who had bought the locomotive,  took
the Countess by steamboat up the Red River to
Winnipeg. In 1883, the Canadian Pacific Railway
company purchased the locomotive for a small
amount over five thousand dollars, and The Countess
of Dufferin came to be known as the Canadian
Pacific Railway’s No. 1, working for fourteen years
for the CPR.
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The Many Stamps of
Czechoslovakia

BY ALF BROOKS

#1'S

bohemian: a socially unconventional person, especially an artist or writer (The
Canadian Oxford Dictionary); a happy-go-lucky person (Collins Robert French-
English Dictionary).

This is the meaning of the word, derived from Bohemia, that most of us
would recognize; many would not know where to find Bohemia on a map.
The English word comes from the French bohémien, as vagabond people
were named because they were thought to originate in Bohemia. But a brief
look at the history of Bohemia (the largest part of what is now the Czech
Republic) over the last one hundred years, in the period in which postage
stamps were issued, tells one that they had little reason to be happy-go-
lucky.

Bohemia, its principal city Prague, is a region in Central Europe. A duke
of the region was granted the title King of Bohemia in the eleventh century,
and Bohemia survived independent until 1627 when the Austrian Habsburgs
made it part of their empire. In the eighteenth century Czech nationalism
awoke and grew, but it was not until 1919, as a result of the Paris settlements
after World War I, that Czechoslovakia emerged as an independent nation.
And it needed postage stamps.

The stamps
• The first item issued by the new nation in December 1919 was a pre-
stamped former Austrian postcard with a portrait of Emperor Charles I.  It
was overprinted “CSP,” Czechoslovak Postal Administration.

• Later the same month the first original stamps of the new nation were
issued, picturing Hradcany (Prague) Castle.

• In March, 1939, the British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, led
other European leaders in the shameful surrender to Nazi Germany,
sacrificing the independence of Czechoslovakia to buy a few months of
peace.  The nation disappeared, succeeded by Slovakia and the Protectorate
of Bohemia and Moravia. A border region, Carpatho-Ukraine, declaring
independence that lasted less than one day, also issued postage stamps.

Both of the first two overprinted a stamp showing the coat of arms of
Czechoslovakia, that of Slovakia overprinted “Sovensky stat 1939,” the one
for Bohemia and Moravia “Böhmem und Mährem.”

• The armies of the Soviet Union “freed” Czechoslovakia in 1945; the new
stamps, known     as the Kosice issue (after a town by that name in eastern
Slovakia), pictured a Czechoslovak soldier and clasped hands symbolizing
cooperation between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union.

• On December 31, 1992 Czechoslovakia again became two nations.
Slovakia issued its first stamp the following day; the Czech Republic followed
with its first issue on January 20, 1993.

Both of the first stamps are still postally valid, so when you visit Prague
and Bratislava, you can buy them and frank with them greetings to your
friends !

The above account only scratches the surface of complicated and intricate
stories, both historic and philatelic.
(For much of the information used in writing this article I am indebted to
Lubor Kunc of Prague, who supplied me with information and many
illustrations; I referred to his Web site in the April issue).
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This past Christmas Gibraltar issued a souvenir sheet picturing a
Christmas tree and eleven characters from Peanuts.  Eleven? There
should be twelve; name the missing one.

• • •

The USPS Breast Cancer Awareness stamp of 1998 has become the
biggest selling stamp in the organization’s history, with over 518
000 000 copies sold until now, raising over $37 000 000 for breast
cancer research. The previous top seller was the Elvis Presley
stamp.

• • •

In a recent issue of Tidings, “Canada’s food and wine magazine,”
Tony Aspler (his web site is at www.tonyaspler.com) advocates the
issue of a stamp to celebrate the Icewine industry.  His site has a
petition one can sign to persuade the Stamp Advisory Committee
to consider a stamp on the subject.  The photos for his proposed
designs are by Steve Elphick

• • •

And another ‘stamp that is not a stamp.’  A recent edition of
Canadian Stamp News printed an article that featured paintings by
Peter Schmidt, a Montréal artist.  The paintings are 30 x 22 inches
in size and include a ‘stamp’ and ‘postmark.’   "On the Bench" is
illustrated here.  And if you have a suitable subject he takes
commissions. See www.petersart.ca

• • •

A new stamp was issued April 2nd in remembrance of the 200
people who lost their lives in the recent terrorist attacks in
Madrid.The 0.27 stamp shows a black ribbon which symbolizes
condemnation of the attack. This symbol of mourning has been
prominent throughout Spain since the atrocity took place on 11th
March.The attack is the worst of it’s kind seen in Europe and has
been dubbed Europe’s equivalent to America’s September 11th.
As a result, the European Parliament has declared 11th March the
European Day of Victims of Terrorism.  And Spain has given notice
that it is withdrawing its troops from Iraq.

• • •

The Ministry of Communications
in the Czech Republic is issuing a
commemorative postage stamp to
celebrate the World Ice Hockey
Championship which takes place
from April 24 to May 9 in Prague
and Ostrava.
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THE FIRST TRIANGLE STAMP
BY TRUDY & PIETER FARENHORST

Several factors can decide the form and the size of the design of a stamp.
The form, for example, can be influenced by a post office that wants to
create one stamp that deviates from the current form, like the triangle.
First the designer can think about the interest from the philatelic community
for every new issue. Especially he can think about the young collectors (the
novices), those who often think that a bizarre form means “exceptional”.

Thinking of the triangle form of stamps, we can go back to the famous
“The Cape of Good Hope triangles” stamps of 1853-1861. Over the years
these have become intensely desired pieces with the logical consequence -
they are very expensive. But the triangle form of these Cape stamps is
entirely because of other reasons than those mentioned.

Charles Bell, designer of the famous triangle stamps from the Cape of
Good Hope, was the Postmaster-General for the Cape colony. These stamps
were the first triangle stamps issued in the world, and many theories have
circulated to explain why.

On 1 September, 1853, the simple rectangular form was abandoned in
favour of the much unmanageable triangle. One of the explanations says
that the triangle correspondeds to the form of the Cape of Good Hope;
another explanation says that the triangle traces back to the form of the gold
hills in the Cape province.

The true explanation is much more prosaic: namely, the natives, workers
for the Cape postal services, and specifically those coming directly from the
interior, were without exception illiterate. When they sorted the post they
could not distinguish between letters mailed to domestic destinations and
those for abroad. To make it easier, Bell hit upon the idea of making the
triangle stamps for the letters for destinations abroad.

The several issues of these Cape triangles have large variations in price.
Stamps with mistakes caused by wrongly placed elements and printer’s
errors can have a very high value. There are countless forgeries, most of
them produced in lithography.

Pictured are a number of triangle stamps:
- a one penny Cape triangle
- two stamps from Surinam: a French railways commuter train and a snake,
  chironius cariunatus
- two stamps of 1936 from the Netherlands, marking the 300th anniversary
  of the University of Utrecht.

Canada’s current self-adhesive coil stamps are issued in rolls
of 100 (the 49c Leaf) or rolls of 50 (the 80c and $1.40 Leaf)
- not rolls of 1,000 as is suggested. As well, the gutters (found
every 23 stamps) should be collected in strips of 4 (not 2 as
suggested) with 2 stamps on either side of the gutter.
Historically speaking, start, end, and gutter strips in
Canada are always collected with a minimum of 4 stamps
plus any additional tabs.

It is also suggested that the first stamp in the coil has a
“wavy perforation” on one end. The original release of these
three current coil stamps had a straight-line cut through the
backing paper at the start of the roll. Depending on the exact
placement of this cut you could end up with a complete set
of normal “perforations” (actually, simulated die-cut
perforations) on the stamp. However, recently, the new
“wavy” cutting has been introduced at the start of the roll.
This is to separate one roll from another, not to act as a stamp

perforation. Technically, the stamp is damaged since it is
missing its normal perforations. However, it definitely
proves that the stamp is from the start of the roll. I believe
that this new wavy die separation started appearing on the
49c/80c/$1.40 Leaf coil around the beginning of March.

By the way, during the two years that the previous set of
self-adhesive coils (48c Leaf, 65c/77c/$1.25 Trades) were
available, THREE different kinds of backing paper
separation at the start of the roll were introduced (and a
couple of different ones at the end of roll).

- Robin Harris

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
RE:”A NEW YEAR, NEW VARIETIES” ARTICLE IN THE APRIL BUFFALO.
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THE SEARCH FOR THE PERFECT HINGE
BY LEN KRUCZYNSKI

Though Dennison Stamp
Hinges have not been manufactured
for many years, they are prized by
collectors. These familiar greenish
hinges have remarkable adhesive
properties: although holding the
stamp firmly in place, they peel
easily, never ripping or taking a
piece of the stamp (or album page)
along with it.  I recently opened a
packet of Dennison hinges that had
been purchased in the early ‘70’s
(priced at 35 cents per 1000): the
hinges were still flat, separated
easily and functioned as well as the
day they were made.

Now, the first thing that comes to mind to explain the remarkable adhesive
ability of the Dennison hinge is that it must have something to do with the gum.
Being a chemist by training, I decided to use Chemical Analysis to see if
Dennison gum was different from any other. The method of analysis used is
called Infrared Spectroscopy: an infrared beam is passed through a thin layer of
the gum, producing a trace which, like a fingerprint, is unique to each chemical
substance. The gum rinsed off three hinges was sufficient to do the analysis. In
the process of removing the gum from the hinge, I weighed the three hinges
before and after gum removal in order to calculate the percentage of the weight
being due to the gum. The results of the chemical analysis are startling. All hinge
makers use the same gum: dextrine. Dextrine is manufactured from potato or
corn starch by boiling with minute amounts of acid. It has been available
commercially since the ‘30’s. It is very common: it is the gum on most envelope
flaps and has been used on Canadian stamps up to the ‘70’s when it was replaced
by Poly Vinyl Acetate, or PVA for short.

Hinge manufacturers have tried to capitalize on the remarkable adhesive
properties of the Dennison hinge. Collectors may have been fooled into buying
Dennisen hinges, marketed in a package similar to the blue and red Dennison
package. More recently, Subway Stamp Shop (2121 Beale Ave, Altoona, Pa
USA) is marketing the Dennis hinge, claimed to be manufactured on, and
according to, Dennison specifications of paper and gum. Here are the results of
my analysis of six different stamp hinges put into three categories:

1.THE BEST:  peel easily, never rip, never take a “divot” out of the stamp or
album page.

Dennison (26 % gum)

2.ACCEPTABLE: peel if you are very careful;sometimes rip, sometimes take
a “divot” out of the stamp and/or page.

Dennis (16 % gum) Unitrade (33 % gum)

3. POOR: almost alway rip when removal attempted; often removing part of
stamp or page.

Gibbons (39% gum) Fasto (42 % gum) G & K (38 % gum)

And now for some comments and conclusions. Gibbons hinges are made in
Germany, as are Fasto; they appear to be one and the same hinge. G&K hinges
are also marketed by Subway. One striking trend that may explain Dennison’s
secret is the amount of gum. The best hinges have a smaller amount of gum. The
only conclusion that I can come to at this point is that Dennison’s secret may lie
in that greenish paper. Does it have some sort of wax that causes the peelability?
The hunt for the perfect hinge goes on!


