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Distinguished Service
Award: Gerry Babij
Criteria for this WPS award:

â Service to the club through
participation in executive offices, in
exhibitions, programmes and various
committees to work parties.

ã Service to the benefit of philately in
general.

Congratulations to Gerry
Babij who was awarded the WPS
Distinguished Service Award at
this year’s Annual General Meeting
on October 7th.

Gerry has been the club’s Sales
Circuit Manager for “the world”
for many, many years and has been
a strong leader of the Winnipeg
Junior Stamp Club. Gerry also
handles the ever-popular Youth
Table at our annual stamp
shows. 

˜ Addition:

In the last issue of The Buffalo
we provided a list of printing dates
for the Bird envelopes.

You can add a new date to the
Size 8 envelope. The date
2004.07.02 has just been reported.
The date appears beside the UPC
barcode, not under the flap. 

˜ Observation:

Was it just me, or did anyone
else notice that there were more
WPS members at the recent COIN
and Stamp show (Oct 23–24) than
at our own WPS StampShow? 

Charity Auction

The first meeting in December
is our annual Charity Auction
where anything and everything is
wanted and sold.

Please start bringing your
items in now and they will be
stored by Michael Zacharias. You
do not need to wait until December
to bring your “stuff” in. 

November Auction

Our annual ‘large’ stamp
auction is being held Saturday,
November 13th in our regular
meeting room. Viewing starts at
9:30AM, the auction begins
promptly at 10:30AM [this is a time
change as published in the last
Buffalo]. 

Membership Dues Rise

Membership dues have risen,
across the board, by $5 per year.
This is due to increased postal costs
and room rental.

It has been about 15 years since
the last increase in dues. 

˜ Correction:

In the last issue of The Buffalo
we incorrectly noted that the
McNally Robinson book store,
where you could get the Scott
Stamp Monthly, was on Corydon.
Of course, this should have read
Grant Avenue. 

2005 Catalogues Arrive

The 2005 Editions of The
Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of
Canadian Stamps and the Darnell
Stamps of Canada Catalogue have
arrived.

The Unitrade catalogue uses
the Scott Numbering System and,
as has been common “practice”
over the past few years, contains its
“usual” share of mistakes
including omissions, typing
mistakes, and incorrect number-
ing. 
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THE WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Box 1425, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z1

RPSC Chapter 86 APS Chapter 813

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Bob Stanley
1st Vice-President Des Connor
2nd Vice-President Russ Thompson
Past President Clark Grierson
Directors-at-Large (06) Len Kruczynski

Forbes Sharpe
Robert Zacharias

(05)             Ken Kristjanson
Treasurer Mike Zacharias
Recording Secretary Judy Lipsey
Membership Secretary Don Fraser

DUTY OFFICERS
Auctioneers Ken Kristjanson

Sid Kroker
Buffalo Editor Robin Harris
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Gerry Babij
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Raffle Tickets Ralph Huuk
Coffee Maker Mike Goodman

Annual dues Payable July 1st each year:
Regular $25.00 Senior $20.00
Spouse $20.00 Junior $20.00

 A spouse of a member may become a member
with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities
of membership, but doe not receive The Buffalo.

Application filed July to April
Admit Dues Total     

Regular $2.00 $25.00 $27.00
Others $2.00 $20.00 $22.00

Application filed April, May, June
Regular $2.00 $30.00 $32.00*
Others $2.00  23.50 $25.50*

* includes dues for following year

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . $250.00

RENEWALS
Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid after
September 30th of each year) are charged a $1.00
reinstatement fee.

—————————
All new applicants must undergo a 60-day orientation
before receiving full membership privileges.

—————————
The Buffalo is published monthly except in July and
August. Deadline for article submissions and
advertising copy is the 15th of each month preceding
the month of issue.

—————————
Website: www.wps.mb.ca

Editor: buffalo@adminware.ca
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Shaded: WPS meeting
Lined: Wpg Jr Stamp Club
Dotted: CP stamp issue

COMING EVENTS

Doors open at 6:00PM. Business meeting at 7:45PM
1st and 3rd Thursdays (except July and August)

Visitors always welcome
Main floor, Deaf Centre Manitoba

285 Pembina Highway (at corner of Nassau St.)

2004
Nov 4 Business meeting;

Auction

Nov 18 Business meeting;
Presentation:
Canadian Victoria Cross
Winners by Sam Singer

Dec 2 Business meeting;
Charity Auction

The first meeting of each month is “reserved” for auctions.
The second meeting of each month has formal program.

Nov 13 (Sat): WPS Auction — viewing at 10, auction at 11AM
Apr 13–16/05: Winnipeg Art Gallery Sale
Apr 29–May 1/05: WPS StampShow ‘05 at Union Centre

Buffalo Advertising Rates
1/10 page
(approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4")
at $30 per year (10 issues)

Member’s Adlet
(up to 30 words)
1 issue ($1); 5 issues ($2); 10 issues ($3)

Terms of Payment
Payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society in one sum at time of agreement.
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Club News
™ Meeting of October 7/04
Annual General Meeting

Called to order at 7:50PM by Bob Stanley. Fifty four members were
present.

A minute of silence was observed for Wendy Smith (WPS #2000-08),
and George Warnock (WPS #1967-04).

Motion by Dick Johnson, seconded by Rick Penko — to approve, as
published, the Minutes of the October 2003 AGM. Motion passed.
None opposed.

Exhibition Chairman
Des Connor — we had a good Show this year. Next year’s venue
will revert to the Union Centre to reduce costs. It will be April 29 to
May 1, 2005. The theme is to be “ the 150th Anniversary of Ross
House”, the first Western Canada Post Office.

Program Chairman
Russ Thompson — we had a successful year for speakers. We have
several more arranged for the coming year. Russ invited those who
might like to give a presentation to contact him.

Treasurer’s Report
Mike Zacharias — made the financial statement available to
members. Guenther Sickert was thanked for the audit. Mike
pointed out that this year’s expenses exceeded revenues by
$1,135.81. Of this amount, $520.26 represents a net loss from the
Show. Three dealers who had registered for the Show cancelled out,
two at the last minute. Otherwise, the Show would not have
sustained a loss.

Victoria Inn’s facilities were excellent. Their 2005 rates have been
raised considerably. We thus decided to change next year’s venue.
Suggestions for venues for future years are solicited.

Our annual room rental cost at the Deaf Centre, where we have our
meetings, is $1,025. Though WPS is non-profit, we would like to
break even and hopefully add to the reserve. Therefore, Mike
offered the following ...

Motion: To increase all annual dues by $5.00.
Seconded: Clark Grierson (and Gordon Turnbull)
Motion passed.

Membership Secretary
Don Fraser — We had 137 members as of June 30, 2004. That
includes 17 new members. R.B. Allen (WPS #79-25) was awarded an
Honorary Life Membership.

Sales Circuit Manager(s)
Gerry Babij — WorldWide had 120 circuit books and 8 circuit binders
in circulation during the past year. Sales commission revenue was
$359.73.

Len Kruczynski — Canada, Britain & the Commonwealth. Circuit sales
are down somewhat. Len encouraged members to use circuit books
and put their excess material into circulation. This facilitates the
trade in stamps. What is hot right now is used Australian, New
Zealand and Canadian issues of the last two to three years.

Librarian
Robert Zacharias — Purchases totalled just over $600 this year.
They were listed in The Buffalo. The average number of borrowers
per meeting was between 5 and 6, the same as last year.

Distinguished Service Award
President Bob Stanley made this presentation to Gerry Babij for his
long service both as Sales Circuit Manager and for his leadership
with the Winnipeg Junior Stamp Club.

Thank you(s) and Adjournment
Bob Stanley thanked all the volunteers who worked to keep the
club operating. Rick Penko thanked the president and the executive
for their hard work and time.

Gord Cummings (Oakbank) was introduced as a new member.

Clark Grierson adjourned the meeting.

Draw Winners
Dick Johnson, John Thompson, Bob Elias, George Elias, Sid Kroker,
Beverley Barr, Trudy Farenhorst.

November Auction
Robert Zacharias — The deadline to submit lots for auction is
October 21 (at our next meeting). The November auction is to be
held at 10:30AM, not 11:00AM as was previously announced.
Viewing is 9:30 to 10:30AM.

Recorded by Beverley Barr. 

™ Meeting of October 21/04

Bob Stanley called the meeting to order at 7:45PM.

New Members: Don Bahuaud, Dave Cartman, Gordon Cumming,
Jim Yurkowski.

Guests: Jim Cooper

Michael Zacharias:
1. Manitoba Coin Club annual show Oct. 23-24 at the Marlborough
Hotel.
2. Antique and Collectables Sale Oct. 23-24 at Assiniboia Downs.

Don Fraser:
1. Reminder that membership dues will soon be past due.
2. If you know of any members that are ill, please let him know.

Robert Zacharias:
1. Today is last day for submitting lots for annual auction held on
Sat. Nov. 13.
2. Currently have ~ 330 lots. viewing at 9:30, auction at 10:30.

Draw Winners: Gloria Pappin, Petr Farenhorst, Mike Goodman,
George Green, Jim Cooper.

Tonight’s presentation: Russ Thompson with a Slide show on
Winnipeg tagging.

Recorded by Michael Zacharias. 
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Write Me…Ring Me Greeting’s Stamps – 4 singles (presented in the order of the UPC barcode found on the greeting card)
Designs: Butterfly, Beach, Rose, Dog

 

Write Me…Ring Me Greeting Stamps
By: Robin Harris

Canada Post issued some unique stamps in a unique format on May 31st of this year.

Four new non-denominated domestic-rate Greeting stamps were issued that include the design printed directly
onto the stamp. This is a departure from all previous Greeting stamps where a design was printed on a separate
label that could be placed into the centre of the postage stamp.

The stamps, printed by Ashton-Potter, are sold in four separate standard size greeting cards, each of which
contains two stamps, attached to the left inside panel of the card. A matching phone card of 15 minutes (the ring
me part of the promotion) is inserted into the right side of the greeting card.

Scott has assigned major numbers to these stamps, as follows: Butterfly (2045), Beach (2046), Rose (2047),
Dog (2048).

The greeting cards, containing two stamps and the phone card, sell for $5.99 each. So, that will run you about
$24 to purchase 8 stamps. However, rumour has it that the next Darnell catalogue will list these at $50 a card — an
outrageous amount for an issue that is still available at many post offices. Individual stamps will not be made
available in the Canada Post quarterly packs or annual collection. 

Spot the Variety — 19
Attention all you flyspeckers. Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images below.

Find six (6) differences between the two stamps (the left stamp is the original). Good luck.
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Coil display cards
Left: for 49¢ Maple Leaf (colour at top of card is vermilion)
Middle: for 80¢ Leaf (colour at top of card is yellow-orange)
Right: for $1.40 Leaf (colour at top of card is slate violet)

Coil gutter strips of 4

Canadian 2004 Definitive Reprints
by: Robin Harris

Are you aware of all of the new Canadian definitive reprints that have appeared over the last few months? If
so, have you had “fun” trying to find these new items here in Winnipeg? Some may never appear at a post near you
and even Canada Post is unaware of some of these!

™ 49¢-era Definitives: Original Issue

On December 19, 2003, in anticipation of the postal rate increase from 48¢ to 49¢ for domestic first-class mail
in Canada that was to take affect on January 12, 2004, Canada Post issued five new self-adhesive definitive designs
in two formats (coil and booklet). The result was a total of seven different varieties of single stamps, as summarized
here:

Original issue of 49¢-era Definitives (with Scott numbers)

Stamp
(all issued Dec 19/03)

Printer Booklet Coil (of 100)
(“perfs” at

top/bottom)

Coil (of 50)
(“perfs” at
left/right)

49¢ QE II CBN 2012¹

49¢ Flag over Edmonton AP 2011¹

49¢ Maple Leaf AP 2008

80¢ Red Maple Leaf AP 2013² 2009

$1.40 Green Maple Leaf AP 2014² 2010

¹ booklet of 10 coils have a gutter every 23 stamps
² booklet of 6 CBN: Canadian Bank Note

AP: Ashton Potter

The Ashton-Potter produced coils are interesting in that they shipped with display cards that enabled the rolls
to be displayed on the post office peg boards (these make for very interesting collateral material, particularly if you
are planning to exhibit these items).

The backing paper from the original rolls was rouletted between each stamp to allow the stamp and the backing
paper to be separated relatively easily. Gutters, consisting of a blank “perforated” adhesive paper, are collected in
strips of four stamps, as illustrated.
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49¢ Flag over Edmonton
Packaging label with product number, purchase order number,
quantity, and printing date

Left: 80¢ Maple Leaf booklet packaging label
Right: $1.40 Maple Leaf booklet packaging label

™ Booklet Packaging Labels

Booklets printed by Ashton Potter (Flag and Maple Leafs)
were bundled into shrink-wrapped packages of 50  booklets.
These booklets included inserts — a piece of paper (or card in
the case of the 49¢ Flag) printed with the Canada Post product
number, order number, quantity and packaging date. Here is
a list of known labels:

Ashton Potter Booklet Packaging Labels

49¢ Flag Over Edmonton 80¢ Maple Leaf $1.40 Maple Leaf

111161
with      

UPC barcode
11-24-03 12-22-03   
12-08-03 12-29-03   
12-15-03¹ 01-05-04   

01-12-04   
01-19-04   
02-01-04   
02-16-04   
02-23-04   
03-15-04   

111162

11-02-03
11-04-03
12-15-03
12-20-03
12-21-03
12-29-03
03-04-04
05-09-04

111163

11-05-03
12-15-03
01-02-04
01-03-04
01-10-04

¹ UPC barcode was printed on a white label that
  was applied to the plastic wrapper

™ Spring Coil Reprints

In the spring of 2004, a new revised die cutting was
employed to separate one roll from another. The initial
release of these stamps in December 2003 separated the rolls
with a “straight” cut. The new separation method appearing
in the spring was a “wavy” cut, as illustrated at right. All
other attributes of the coils remained the same. “Starter”
strips should be collected in strips of 4.

™ Ashton Potter loses printing contract

On March 29, 2004 Canada Post announced that it had awarded printing contracts for the production of
definitive postage stamps to two Canadian-based firms — Canadian Bank Note and Lowe-Martin. This change
would affect the printing of the 49¢ Flag over Edmonton, 49¢ Leaf coil, 80¢ Leaf coil and booklet, and the $1.40 Leaf
coil and booklet.

New booklet reprints began to appear in July 2004 and new coil reprints began appearing in late August 2004.
With that said, the distribution of these new booklets was not automatic to postal outlets. That is, the postal outlet
must order new stock in order to maybe receive the new reprints — the original printings might still be delivered
depending on availability.

In May 2004 all postal outlets were informed that a shortage of coil rolls and booklets would occur over the
summer months and to order extra stock early so that they would not be caught short. As such, most post offices
still have plenty of stock of the original coils and booklets (as of early November 2004) and do not anticipate that
they will need to order any more stock before the postal rates go up in January 2005. As such, finding some of the
new reprints is proving very difficult, at best! It is quite likely that some of these reprints will be relatively scarce,
compared to other definitives.



Vol XXXIX, No 3 The Buffalo November 2004 7

QE II Booklet cover designs
Left: original Right: reprint

Gutter on 49¢ Maple Leaf

™ Booklet Reprints: Summer/Fall 2004

With the change-over of printers from Ashton Potter to Lowe-Martin and
Canadian Bank Note, nine booklet reprints have been discovered to date. As hinted at
earlier, it is quite possible that some of these may never show up at your local post
office. Even the National Philatelic Centre in Antigonish, NS is not able to supply some
of these!

These new booklets have different printers, different UPC barcodes on the cover,
and different paper designations. Some have new advertising on the back cover. In
addition, the rouletting, tagging, and other descriptors have differences from the
originals.

Design Original
C paper
(Dec 2003)

Field reprint
C paper

Philatelic reprint‡
F paper
(Jul 2004)

Field reprint
F paper
(Sep 2004)

49¢ Flag
(sc#2011)

AP ¹
… 02799 4
The complete year …

CBN ² Sep ‘04
… 02799 4
Share Canada …

CBN ³
… 03102 1
Share Canada …

CBN ³†
… 02799 4
Share Canada …

printer
end of UPC barcode
back cover advertisement

49¢ QE II
(sc#2012)

CBN
… 02800 7
The complete year …

CBN ² Jun ‘04
… 02800 7
Share Canada …

CBN ³
… 03119 9
Share Canada …

does this exist?

80¢ Leaf
(sc#2013)

AP
… 02803 8

LM #
… 03105 2

LM #
… 02803 8

Single stamps from some of the
booklet reprints can be
differentiated from the original
but Scott will probably not
assign new numbers to these
(the Unitrade catalogue should)

$1.40 Leaf
(sc#2014)

AP
… 02805 2

LM #
… 03106 9

LM #
… 02805 2

‡ philatelic reprint has a different UPC barcode than all of the others AP: Ashton Potter
¹ thin roulette thru middle only visible from back CBN: Canadian Bank Note
² narrow roulette thru middle LM: Lowe-Martin
³ wide roulette thru middle; red product info bar at top is shorter to avoid die cutting
# tagging is visible to naked eye
† imperf panes exist

™ Coil Reprints: Fall 2004
Coil reprints (Scott numbers not yet assigned)            

The three coil reprints are very different from their
originals, yet Canada Post does not consider these new stamps!
There was no official first day of issue and the stamps will not
be available in the quarterly pack or annual collection.

As illustrated, the 49¢ Leaf coil is now straight die cut on
all four sides. Close examination also shows that  the design is
different from the original (the stem of the Maple Leaf is missing at the right side on the reprints). The original roll
was vertical in orientation; the reprint is horizontal.

The 80¢ and $1.40 Leaf coils are now “perforated” along the top and bottom edges instead of the sides. That
is, the roll for the reprint has the stamps in a vertical format whereas the roll for the original issue was horizontal.

All of the new coils have gutters, consisting of coloured Maple
Leafs, every 10 stamps (compared to 23 on the originals). The backing
paper on the original coils had roulettes so that every stamp could be
removed easily; the reprint coils do not have this rouletting which
requires the paper be torn to remove s single stamp from the roll. There
are no display cards with the reprints. The reprint rolls are ‘sealed’ with
a clear plastic that has an imprinted UPC barcode. 



8 The Buffalo November 2004 Vol XXXIX, No 3

BLANK ALBUM PAGES
8½"x11"

ACID FREE • WHITE • 100 LB. STOCK
IDEAL FOR FREE HAND OR COMPUTER PRINTERS

100 PAGES FOR ONLY $10.50
TO ORDER CALL:

(204) 896-3800

Place mailing label in same
direction as this text!

What the President should have said:
by: WPS President Bob Stanley

Driving home after the October 7th Annual Meeting I began to think that a general, all inclusive, thank you wasn't sufficient.
So to those members who worked hard for the benefit of the WPS during the past year, I'll try to do better. 

< Thank you to Vice-President Des Connor for his
Chairmanship of the Spring Show and for the
hours spent as club historian. 

< To 2nd Vice-president Russ Thompson for lining
up a fine group of speakers as Program Chairman

< To Treasurer Michael Zacharias for taking care of
the club's funds as well as to Guenther Sickert for
his expert advice. 

< To Recording Secretary Judy Lipsey who can't
have an easy time making sense of and
capsulizing the minutes of the meetings. 

< To Membership Secretary Don Fraser whose
sometimes difficult job it is to collect the dues as
well as to keep the membership list current. 

< To retired Buffalo Editor Alf Brooks and the current
Editor Robin Harris, both of whom have made the
Buffalo and enjoyable read that we all look forward
to. 

< To our Past President Clark Grierson who makes
available the boardroom at his home when the
Board of Directors and Show Committee meet. 

< To our auctioneers Ken Kristjanson, Sid Kroker,
Rick Penko, and when he's needed, Ben Cohen
steps in. Not one of these men charge us a penny
for their jokes — Well worth the price! 

< To Robert Zacharias for being the club librarian as
well as taking on the task of auction lotting along
with Michael. 

< To Terry Shestko for lining up the dealers for the
Spring Show. Gloria Pappin has offered to help Terry
this year. 

< To Ralph Huuk for organizing the draws. Ralph has
been a member of the WPS since 1954 - longer than
any other current member. Don Fraser comes a close
second having joined in 1955. 

< To Ron Dewitt for handling the Buffalo mailings. 

< To Len Kruczynski who with the help of Forbes
Sharpe keeps the Commonwealth circuit books in
order. 

< To Gerry Babij for sorting out the rest of the world. 

< To Youth Club organizers Gerry Babij, Bob Kenal,
Robert Zacharias, and John Salmi for bringing on the
next generation. 

< To Bev Barr for being our official greetor. 

< To Gord Turnbull for working to advertise the Show.

< To Mike Goodman for providing coffee year after
year. 

< To Rick Penko who apart from being on the National
Stamp Advisory Committee and 2nd Vice-President
of The RPSC does all our printing as well as
everything else that's asked of him. 

All of these members do much more for their club
than the above brief mention and without them we'd
all be left with a less organized, less enjoyable and, as
a consequence, less well attended club. 

Member Concerns

* Carl Bachman is having hip replacement in
Concordia Hospital.

* It is good to see Alwyn Holloway getting around
after a fall this summer.


