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Write Me...Ring Me

Rumour has it that the Scott
Publishing Company has rescinded
the major catalogue numbers
assigned to the Write Me...Ring Me
stamps issued last summer.

I hope this isn’t so.

Happy New Year

With the new year comes an
increase in postal rates in Canada.
With that comes many new
definitives (more than you might
be aware of). See page 4 for more
information.

The latest Canada Post details
magazine provides illustrations
and information on the many new
issues due out over the next couple
of months:

Jan 7: Year of the Rooster
Jan 29: NHL All-Stars
Feb 4: Fishing Flies
Feb 14: Nova Scotia College
Mar 4: Expo 2005
Mar 10: Daffodils
Mar 23: Audubon Birds

The Year of the Rooster has
the customary souvenir sheet,
overprinted souvenir sheet and
uncut press sheet.

The NHL All-Stars issue is still
on despite the NHL lockout; the
customary “gummed” pane of six
and self-adhesive booklet of six are
seen again. The Fishing Flies and
Daffodils both include souvenir
sheets. 

BNAPS Study Groups

Are you a member of BNAPS
(British North America Philatelic
Society) and looking for more
specialized information on the
Canadian Elizabethan-era stamps?

There are two study groups of
BNAPS that you will want to join.
And, coincidently, the editors of
both groups are Winnipegers and
members of the WPS!

< Centennial Study Group
(editor: Leonard Kruczynski)

< Elizabethan II Study Group
(editor: Robin Harris)

85¢ Yellow Calla Lily
Missing Colour

I received an early Christmas
present this year. I stumbled across
the new 85¢ Yellow Calla Lily
booklet pane with the all of the
black inscriptions missing.

The stamps are also 3-bar
tagged. See page 4 for a complete
rundown of all of the new rate-
change definitives. 
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Shaded: WPS meeting
Lined: Wpg Jr Stamp Club
Dotted: CP stamp issue

COMING EVENTS

Doors open at 6:00PM. Business meeting at 7:45PM
1st and 3rd Thursdays (except July and August)

Visitors always welcome
Main floor, Deaf Centre Manitoba

285 Pembina Highway (at corner of Nassau St.)

2005
Jan 6 Business meeting;

Auction

Jan 20 Business meeting;
Presentation:
Canadian Revenues by
Dick Johnson

Feb 3 Business meeting;
Auction

Feb 17 Business meeting;
Presentation:
Early San Marino by
Brian Noga

The first meeting of each month is “reserved” for auctions.
The second meeting of each month has formal program.

Apr 13–16/05: Winnipeg Art Gallery Sale
Apr 29–May 1/05: WPS StampShow ‘05 at Union Centre

Buffalo Advertising Rates
1/10 page
(approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4")
at $30 per year (10 issues)

Member’s Adlet
(up to 30 words)
1 issue ($1); 5 issues ($2); 10 issues ($3)

Terms of Payment
Payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society in one sum at time of agreement.
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StampShow ‘05
April 29– May 1

Union Centre

Have you started your exhibit for this year’s
StampShow?

As this is written, we are shovelling our way out of
Winnipeg’s first blizzard of the year (New Year’s
Eve). What a perfect time to be working with
stamps, planning and preparing an exhibit.

Club News

™ Meeting of December 2/04
Annual Charity Auction

By all accounts, our Annual Charity Auction/
Christmas Get-together meeting was very successful.

Our Treasurer, Michael Zacharias, says the total
proceeds from the auction came to $575 even. The
proceeds were shared with 3 organizations. Mission
House received $100 for their Christmas dinner; $175
went to Winnipeg Harvest; and $300 went to the
Osborne House Women’s shelter. Thanks to everyone
who participated.

Quiz

How well do you look at the
details in each stamp design?

Here is a two-part question.

1) can you identify what
Canadian Elizabethan stamps
these details belong to?

2)  All four stamps share something in common — what is it? 

Spot the Variety — 20
Attention all you flyspeckers. Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images below.

Find six (6) differences between the two stamps (the left stamp is the original). Good luck.
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Rate Change Definitives
By: Robin Harris

Are you sitting down? Then read on …

December 20th saw the release of several new definitives to meet the new postal rates that go into affect on
January 17, 2005. We have a Queen design, five new Flag over … designs, and three new Flower designs. You may
have already picked up these stamps at your local post office or seen the stamps in the latest Canada Post details
magazine that arrived in the mail at the end of December. In any event, there are far more varieties than you likely
ever imagined.

˜ Singles

For the record, we illustrate all of the different single stamps that were issued for this rate change…

Stamp Source Comment

50¢ Queen Elizabeth II booklets of 10 5 different advertisements

50¢ Flag over …
< Broadway Bridge, Saskatoon, SK
< Town of Durrell, NF
< Shannon Falls, Squamish, BC
< Church of Saint-Hilaire, Mont St-Hilaire, QC
< Toronto’s skyline

booklets of 10
5 different advertisements combined with 5 different
“banners” combined with wide and narrow rouletting results
in 50 different booklets

50¢ Red Calla Lily rolls of 100 gutter every 10 stamps

85¢ Yellow Calla Lily rolls of 50
booklet of 6

gutter every 10 stamps
booklet comes with 3mm or 4mm tagging

$1.45 Purple Dutch Iris rolls of 50
booklet of 6

gutter every 10 stamps
booklet comes with 3mm or 4mm tagging
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Advertisement “A” Advertisement “B” Advertisement “C” Advertisement “D” Advertisement “E”

Broadway Bridge, “S”
Saskatoon, SK

Town of Durrell, NF “N” Shannon Falls, “B”
Squamish, BC

Church of Saint-Hilaire “Q”
Mont St-Hilaire, QC

Toronto’s skyline “O”

Roulettes
Wide (left) and Narrow

˜ Booklets galore

If you collect complete booklets of all new issues, then your wallet is in for quite a hit. There are FIVE different
Queen booklets, TWO different booklets for each of the 85¢ and $1.45 designs and FIFTY different Flag booklets! That
is right 50 different. Happy Hunting.

The Queen and Flag booklets have introduced different advertising on the back covers. There are five different
ads, as illustrated here:

As we saw with the 49¢-era booklets, the top of the booklet cover on the reverse side includes a detail image
from the stamp. Since there are five different 50¢ Flag over … stamps, there are five different details available:

Each of the 5 top details can be found with each of the 5 advertisements — this gives us TWENTY-FIVE (25)
different back covers.

But we are not done yet. There are two different roulettings found down the
centre of the pane (these are employed to enable the user to fold the pane in half
to fit in their wallet or purse). A wide and a narrow roulette were used. Thus, each
roulette exists on the 25 different covers noted earlier, giving a total of FIFTY (50)
different Flag booklets to collect. By the way, each bundle of booklets distributed
to your local post office only contains one of these types. So, you need to inspect at
least 50 different bundles to find all of the varieties which means trips to several
post offices.

At the lower right corner on the back of the booklet is a letter-code indicating
the geographical location (S, N, B, Q, or O) and advertisement (A–E).

˜ 85¢ and $1.45 Booklets

These two booklets have been found with two different widths of tagging:
3mm and 4mm bars exist on both booklets. The 3mm bars have “notches” cut out
of them to “fit” around the design of the underlying flower. 
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Perf 15x14
15 teeth along top edge

Perf 14x14
14 teeth along top edge

Perf 13x13
13 teeth along top edge

EME image at lower right

Simplifying The Machins — Part 2
by: Robin Harris
[Part 1 appeared in the December 2004 Buffalo]

In the last installment, we noted the first SEVEN sorting criteria for the Great Britain
Machins, one of the largest stamp series in the world. Those first seven criteria required no
special philatelic tools and are all easily recognizable at a glance. Shall we continue?

˜ Sort Criteria # 8: Revised Portrait

By 1997, all of the printers of Machin stamps had switched from using photography to
produce their gravure printing plates to images being engraved directly on the cylinder
under computer control. This electromechanical engraving is more commonly known by its
acronym of EME.

The result is that the new EME images offers better detailing of the Queen. Once you
have reference copies, the differences from between the ‘old’ and new EME image are quite noticeable.

Several values exist with either the original or EME image:

™ 1p crimson
™ 2p deep green
™ 4p cobalt blue
™ 5p ash pink
™ 6p lime green
™ 10p light tan
™ 19p olive green
™ 20p light green
™ 26p rust
™ 30p sage green

™ 31p purple
™ 37p amethyst
™ 39p shocking pink
™ 43p dark brown
™ 50p sand
™ 63p emerald
™ £1 mauve
™ Ist flame
™ 2nd light blue

˜ Sort Criteria # 9: Perforation gauge

Here is our first sorting method that may require a philatelic tool to identify
various varieties. Only the small format Machins exist with different perforations — all of the large size Machins come
with only one perforation so they are of no concern here.

Technically, a perforation gauge is not required to check the various perforations used on Machins — just count
the number of perfs across the stamp. However, having a perf gauge will certainly speed up this task.

Three different perforations have been used on the small-sized Machins:

™ 14¾ x 14 (usually referred to simply as 15x14)
™ 13½ x 14 or 13¾ x 14 (usually referred to simply as 14)
™ 12¾ x 13 (only one stamp comes this way, done in error)

Several of the Machins exist with two different perforation varieties. Only the Ist flame value/colour comes with
all three:
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   Photogravure Lithography     

Top left: water-activated (torn)
Lower right: self-adhesive (clean)

˜ Sort Criteria # 10: Self-adhesive vs. Water-activated gum

Self-adhesive stamps are die cut around the entire stamp during the printing
process. On Machin stamps, all die cutting resembles perforated stamps.

A close look at the perforations will indicate if the stamp was torn from an
adjacent stamp (ie. water-activated stamp) leaving rough edges of paper fibres. On a
self-adhesive stamp, all simulated perforations on all four sides will be 100% clean
looking.

With that said, there are many Machin stamps, printed in booklets, that have one
or two sides ‘cut’ down the middle of the perforations (on purpose, but more on this
another time). In these instances two or three sides of the water-activated stamps will
show the “torn” affect while the ‘cut’ sides will be ‘clean cut’. However, a self-adhesive
still has a very distinctive “perforation”.

˜ Sort Criteria # 11: Printing Method

Several different printing methods have been used on the Machin stamps, generally because of the need to have
several different printing companies employed to print the many stamps that are required.

Most of the Machins are printed using photogravure. The second most popular method is lithography. This is followed
by engraved (intaglio) for several of the high-value Machins. A special booklet released in 1999 to celebrate the printing
of Machins included NVI Machins printed by the above three methods and typographed and embossed.

Photogravure

Photogravure stamps (two different methods of preparing the plates/cylinders were employed for  Machins:
camera and computer) show more tones than those printed by lithography. This is due to the different printing methods.
Photogravure plates use recesses of various depths to give different colour tones

Lithography

Lithographed plates don’t have recesses and thus, usually result in ‘flat’ looking images.

The easiest place to tell the difference between photogravure and lithographed stamps is in the denominations.
Lithographed stamps produce a very sharp, clean-edge to the value while photogravure stamps have a ‘bumpy’ edge
to the value (it is actually the ‘cells’ from the printing process that ‘intrude’ into the white space).

A 10 power magnifying glass will be required to separate the photogravure and lithographed stamps apart. About
40 different Machins come both photogravure and lithographed. 
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Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4

Figure 5

BLANK ALBUM PAGES
8½"x11"

ACID FREE • WHITE • 100 LB. STOCK
IDEAL FOR FREE HAND OR COMPUTER PRINTERS

100 PAGES FOR ONLY $10.50
TO ORDER CALL:

(204) 896-3800

Place mailing label in same
direction as this text!

An Austrian Definitive Evolves
by: Alf Brooks

In 2002, with the advent of the euro, Austria was one of many nations to introduce a new series of definitive
stamps. The name of the new series was “Holidays in Austria;” it pictured various scenes of the country. Here is
the story of one stamp, in my opinion the most attractive of the series.

The €0.51 value (figure 1) pictures Schönlaterngasse, or “Beautiful Lantern Lane.” Designed by Adolf Tuma,
it is based on a painting by Schmirler. However, Tuma modified the picture, making the lane narrower and
emphasized the lanterns at the right that give this lane its name. It is a striking image in colour, with browns and
yellows illuminated by the lanterns.

More important for this story is the building on the left. Above a door hangs a tin sign,
“Zum Basilisken.” The house dates from the 13th century and is reputed to have had this
name since 1212. When excavations were being made for wells in Vienna the sand stratum
was broken and acrid gasses escaped, giving rise to a legend of a terrible monster, a
basilisk, that lived below the city and breathed poison. Adding to the story at the same time
was the emergence of a grotesquely shaped block of sandstone, typical of the kind found
in the Viennese Basin. The medieval imagination did the rest and invented stories of a
terrible monster. In 2003 the stamp was reissued, in muted brown colour, in a value of €0.04
(figure 2).

In October, 2004, this first stamp of the new series was reissued in a value of €0.55. Added to the stamp was
an overprint: the numerals “55,” the word “Basilisk,” and a black, witch-like figure, the Basilisk (figure 3).

Next month the story continues. Austria Post
invited students of the University for Applied Arts in
Vienna to compete in the production of the best
design, to create original graphic designs with which
the old nominal values would be overprinted. The
students design for the Schönlaternengasse stamp was
to picture the "Third Man," a figure based on the 1949
film that focused on a hunt for a mysterious third man
who had witnessed an event in postwar Vienna. The
stamp is pictured in figure 4, with the cancel to be
applied on the first day of issue seen in figure 5. 


