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MAJOR ITALY COLLECTION 

FOR SALE 

SPINK SHREVES 

GALLERIES are 

proud to offer the ex-

traordinarily compre-

hensive & valuable 

mint collection of It-

aly formed by Edward 

M Gilbert. It includes 

Italian Offices used 

abroad & Colonies as well as San Marino 

& Vatican City 

with many rare 

errors and varieties 

for the period 

1850—1940.  

To view the auc-

tion please visit 

their website at www.spinkshreves.com. 

The Sale will take place at their New York 

Auction Galleries on January 29th 2008. 

(The buyer’s commission is 20% up to 

US$2,000 with the auction catalogue @ 

US$30 for non-US addresses.) Our grateful 

thanks to Rick Penko for this news item. 

CROWN JEWEL OF HONG 

KONG PHILATELY CHANGES 

HANDS  

Hong Kong collectors mourned the passing 

of Mr Richard C K Chan, FRPSL on De-

cember 14th 2007 in Hong Kong. He was 

in his mid-eighties. RIP. The funeral took 

place on December 27th. 

Although Richard never once publicly 

exhibited his magnificent HK material 

despite receiving numerous invitations to 

do so, and despite the fact all of his collec-

tion was properly written up and mounted 

on album leaves, Richard always wel-

comed visitors to drop by his plush office 

which housed most of his stamps to chat.  

He had been an avid collector for 40 years 

and had acquired many important and 

unique HK items from around the world 

including the extremely rare mint block of 

4 1864 96c olive-bistre shown here bought 

in 1981 from the Ishikawa sale in London. 

Unfortunately none of his children was 

keen on taking up where he left off, and so 

he decided in 2003 to dispose of his vast 

collection through at least 4 auction houses 

in Britain and in Hong Kong. It began with 

the pre-adhesive markings right up to the 

1962-72 Annigoni issue. 

The bistre block was offered separately as 

a private treaty item in the region of HK$6

- to 8 million, but it was only about a year 

ago that  it was sold through a French 

dealer I was told for an undisclosed sum to 

an anonymous buyer. 

Richard was a very knowledgeable and 

keen collector, but he was also very care-

ful about doubtful items so that he would 

be sure to have items certified before any 

money changed hands. 

“HAPPY NEW YEAR!” 
 

FROM THE WPS EXECUTIVE 

On behalf of the WPS President & Execu-

tive Committee may I warmly wish all our 

readers and their families a very  productive 

and exciting 2008 ahead! 
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        Sid Kroker 
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Annual Dues Payable  

July 1st Each Year: 

Regular-  $35.00     Senior- $25.00 

 Spouse†- $20.00     Junior- $15.00 

† A spouse of a member may become a member with 

all the rights, privileges and responsibilities of 

membership, but does not receive The Buffalo. 

Application filed July to April 

Admission  Fee   Dues   Total 

 Regular  $2.00   $35.00   $37.00 

 Senior   $2.00   $25.00   $27.00 

 Others  $2.00   $20.00   $22.00 

 

Application filed April, May, June 

  Regular  $2.00        $40.00  $42.00* 

 Senior   $2.00   $30.00  $32.00 

 Others  $2.00        $25.00  $27.00* 

* includes dues for following year 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $350.00 

RENEWALS 

Lapsed memberships or late renewals 

(paid after November 30th of each year) 

are charged a $1.00 reinstatement fee. 

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day 

orientation before receiving full membership 

privileges. 

The Buffalo is published monthly except 

in July and August. Deadline for article 

submissions and advertising copy is the 

15th of each month preceding the month 

of issue.  

Coming Events 
Doors Open 6:00 p.m. -  

Business Mtg. 7:45 p.m. 

1st & 3rd Thursdays (except Jul. & Aug.). 

Visitors always welcome. 

Main Floor, Scandinavian Centre,   

764 Erin Street 

2008 

RED RIVER  
STAMP BOURSE 

BEST WESTERN  
CHARTERHOUSE HOTEL  

330 YORK AVENUE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th
 

10:00AM - 4:00PM 

MEMBERS' ADLETS 

Post  Car ds
Buy •  Sel l  •  Trade

Cal l
 
Ken

 

(204)
 
489-2249

kar ds escape.ca

@

@kards@mts.net 

BUFFALO ADVERTISING RATES 

-1/10 page [approximately 2 1/4" x 2 3/4"]  

at $30 per year [10 issues]. 
 

MEMBERS' ADLET 

-up to 30 words [counting an average of 5 

characters per word]: 
 

   1 issue -       $1.00 

   5 issues -  $2.00   

  10 issues -      $3.00 

 

TERMS OF PAYMENT  

-payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society  

Jan      03 - Business Meeting 
- Auction 

Jan      17 - Business Meeting 
- Presentation by Bob   
Moore (Russian Activities 
in the Arctic) 

Feb      07 - Business Meeting 

- Auction 

Feb      21 - Business Meeting 

- Presentation by P. Lole 

(An Illustrated Philatelic 

Introduction to Magic 

Squares) 

  

  NBThe first meetings of each month 

are normally reserved for Auctions. 

The second meetings of each month 

are reserved for formal programs. 

Check out our 

WPS WEBSITE: 

WWW.WPS.MB.CA 

DOWNLOAD WPS AUCTION  

LOT DESCRIPTION SHEETS 

TALLY SHEETS 

Post Cards 
 
 

Call Ken @ 
(204) 489-2249 

kards@mts.net 

Buy Sell Trade 
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DECEMBER AUCTION BENEFITS THREE CHARITIES 

 

At the December 6th Annual Charity Auction held at the Scan-
dinavian Centre, the WPS raised a total of $750 from the sale of 
various donations from the membership which was split evenly 
between the Osborne House, the Siloam Mission and the Union 
Gospel Mission. More than 50 generous souls attended and a 
great time was had by all. Thank you for your support!  
 

NOVEMBER FALL AUCTION  

BRINGS RECORD SALES 
 
Thank you to everyone who came out to the auction. As well as 
to Robert Zacharias for setting up the lots, typing in the lot list 
and the data for the computers. Ken, Rick and Sid for being the 
auctioneers, Judy and Michael for tabulating, and Gerry Babij 
and John Salmi for cashing people out.  
 
Our auction shattered any previous sales record for our club. 
Total sales were $4,275.50. 37 people put lots in the auction 
and there were 55 bidders, We had a total of 316 lots. 270 sold 
(85%), 46 Unsold (15%). After advertising, printing and licens-
ing, the club will net just under $400.00. 

A BIG HAND FOR VOLUNTEER HUGHES 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to express our warmest thanks 
to Marjorie Hughes for filling Mike Goodman’s shoes by vol-
unteering to make the coffee at the WPS Meetings and hope 
she’ll continue to provide this invaluable service. 
 

JUNIOR WPS CLUB MEETING FOR JANUARY 
 
If any member would like to help Gerry Babij out at the next 
gathering of the Junior WPS Club at St Luke’s Church on Janu-
ary 19th 2008, please contact Gerry at 736-4276. Thanks. 
 

JIM WINS SPECIAL WPS PRIZE 
 
Our Member Jim Yurkowski walked off with a Peregrine Fal-
con Stamp & Coin set worth $49.55 for signing up to have the 
BUFFALO emailed to him. His name was drawn from all the 
members who signed up to receive the BUFFALO this way. 
Congratulations are in order, Jim! 
 

REMINDER OF MEMBERS’ FREE ADLETS 

 

Members are reminded that they are entitled to place an Adlet 
in the BUFFALO twice a year to promote the exchange of 
philatelic items ABSOLUTELY FREE provided the Adlet is 
limited to25 words or less. 

 
TIP FOR GETTING REASONABLY PRICED 

SHEET PROTECTORS 

 

I’ve found plastic Sheet Protectors extremely useful for display 
purposes especially at Stamp Exhibitions, but lately with the 
steady rise in oil prices, the cost of these have really shot up 
considerably. However if you keep your eyes peeled you can 
still pick up bargains at DOLLARAMA, The Red Apple and 
other such shops that sell packages of 15 at only a dollar or less  
and I was very pleased with the quality. 
 

ARTICLES FROM MEMBERS NEEDED URGENTLY 

This is another appeal to members to take time out to give the 
benefit of their accumulated knowledge by penning articles 
about their researches and submitting them to the BUFFALO. 

Club News 
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“The other loss of Canada’s Twelve Pence Black occurred in 
a remarkable way. The day was calm and oppressively hot. 
The stamp dealer was a large man, filling his suit to stretch-
ing. His office, situated on the top floor, was stifling. His desk 
was edged against the window sill overlooking the street be-
low to derive better lighting to examine stamps. 
 
“He had arrayed 5 stamps in front of him that he had bought 
in a mixed lot a month before in order to prepare them for 
auctioned by Ventom Bull & Cooper. They were sure to fetch 
good prices for they were Canada Twelve Pence Blacks. 
“Perspiration flowed freely as he studied them, forcing him to 
open the window to lower the room temperature. As he con-
tinued his examination of the stamps, the office door opened 
suddenly, producing a sudden draft that swept the stamps off 
the desk and out through the open window! It was his assis-
tant who had arrived late. 
 
“Both men strained to catch sight of the fluttering pieces of 

paper before they rushed downstairs and searched frantically 

but to no avail. The dealer lost his profit and the philatelic 

world lost 5 examples of one of the rarest issues of imperfo-

rate adhesive postage stamps.” 

WHY THESE 2 EARLY HONG KONG OMNIBUS 

ISSUES ARE SCARCE 
Ask anyone who collects the early British Commonwealth 
omnibus issues to name the most expensive 1948 RSW set 
and chances are he’ll put Hong Kong at the top of the list 
every time. This holds true even today, despite the boom and 
bust in stamps that occurred after Hong Kong was 
“repatriated” to China ten years ago. 
 
Another tough one is the 1949 UPU 75th Anniversary set. It 
lists at HK$160(Can$20)mint and $70(Can$9)used. Both sets 
were recess-printed in Britain nearly 60 yrs ago. 
The2007 N C Yang HK 
catalogue lists the mint 
RSW at HK$1500
(Can$187) and HK$420 
used (Can$52.50); he also 
lists it in NH condition at 
HK$3200(Can$400) but if 
the gum is fresh and white 
then be prepared to pay 
dearly, as heat and humidity took a toll of stamps on that 
tropical island. Position blocks with Control Nos and/or Plate 
Nos of the top value are getting harder to find than ever these 
days. Other factors were involved in the scarcity of the issue 
today. 
 
The population of HK in 1948 was down to only a few hun-
dred thousand, most having fled the Japanese Occupation. 
Local collectors were few and far between, trying to make 
ends meet; foreigners in HK were the only serious philatelists. 
According to the April 1949 issue of the Hong Kong Phila-
telic Society Bulletin, the HK RSW stamps were withdrawn 
from sale just 3 months from the date of issue on March 22nd. 
The then PMG recorded a total of almost 3 million of the 10c 
value sold but only 27,621 of the $10 were bought locally. 

GENUINE INVERTED JENNY TO BE GIVEN 

AWAY FREE IN JANUARY 

 
A year ago STAMPWANTS President & CEO Mark 
Rosenberg launched a promotion on his stamp auction website 
inviting any adult to register online and enter the contest daily 
right up to 11.59 pm on Dec 31st 2007, a few days ago.  
 
The prize is a genuine example of the famous US 1918 24c Air 
mail Invert Scott #C3a (one that recently fetched almost US$1 

million at auction) to be given away 
at 2.00 pm January 12th, 2008 at the 
APS AMERISTAMP EXPO in 
Charlotte, NC.  Miss New Jersey 
will pick the winner. Wonder who 
will be the lucky person? 
 
However, this stamp does have a 

drawback in that it has a natural 

straight edge on the right, but it‘s 

not everyone who can boast of owning one of the 100 copies 

extant currently catalogued at US$400,000 each. 

GONE WITHOUT A TRACE 
I came across an interesting article by 
Norman Williams in the STAMP 
MAIL dated Dec 1990 entitled 
PHILATELIC LOSSES AND 
TRAGEDIES that included mention 
of Canada’s super-scarce Twelve 
Pence Black. 
 
“Canada’s classic early rarity, the 12 
Pence Black is rarer today than it 
should have been  owing to 2 remark-

able losses by stamp dealers. 
 
“Lachlan Gibb was a very well known, kindly collector of the 
olden school. Bon in 1852, he became a member of the Royal 
Philatelic Society, London in 1884. He was an enthusiastic col-
lector and soon formed a large and valuable collection. 
“He had considerable contacts with Montreal, where he lived 
for some years, but retired and returned to England about 1912. 
It was about that time that the greater part of his collection was 
put on the market. It contained no fewer than 2 dozen copies of 
the Canadian Twelve Pence Black. 
 
“The firm of stamp dealers who handled the collection kept 
some of the rarer items in an envelope in a locked drawer of the 
safe. The envelope contained 12 of the rarity, 5 of which were 
on cover. One day the drawer was opened for some papers to be 
removed. 
 
“Unnoticed, that envelope must have fallen into the waste bas-
ket. When the loss was discovered, the whole office was turned 
upside down in an effort to trace the stamps, but it was in vain. 
The stamp trade was circularized without result. The envelope 
and its priceless contents had simply vanished into thin air. 
More likely they had gone up in smoke. Lachlan Gibb could not 
be consoled. 
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( One should bear in mind that the Crown Agents in Britain 
were also directly supplying the HK RSW stamps to dealers & 
collectors worldwide, so the figures above do not reflect the 
total sales.) 
 
This RSW set was issued soon after the end of WWII, so that 
the extremely high denomination turned away many a collector. 
The HKPS Newsletter states that in fact the $10 stamp was “not 
available from 19th of January to 27th February, and the low 
value was not on sale after 26th of February, 1949.”That boils 
down to only little more than 40 sale days for the $10 after de-
ducting for Sundays and holidays. The official reason for the 
stoppage was not stated but it was reported at the time that the 
market price fell 20% below face due to surplus Crown Agents 
stocks arriving via the US , creating great embarrassment for 
the British administration anxious to promote the issue. This 
persisted into the early fifties, according to an old-timer local 
dealer I spoke to who wished he could still get them for that 
price. 
 
By 1970 a mint set of the HK RSW (face val $10.10) could still 
be had for HK$22, but by 1977 it had climbed to HK$100
(Can$12.50).  In the 1987 Yang catalogue it was priced at $300 
mint. By 2004 it had soared to HK$1200(Can $150)! On eBay a 
MNH set was offered @US$382(HK$3056) and used US$104
(HK$832) recently, which is close to full catalogue. 
Very few 1948 RSW First Day Covers were prepared, mostly 
by those from well-to-do families, stamp dealers and keen col-
lectors and from the British Forces. Illustrated cacheted covers 
are always popular and the latest Yang catalogue gives it a cur-
rent value of HK$6000 (Can$750). (On the day the stamps were 
released, 5,600 $10 stamps and 320,000 10c stamps were sold 
locally.) 
 
I’ve been collecting Hong Kong for many a year but have yet to 
see a single exhibit anywhere featuring the 1948 HK RSW is-
sue on its own, showing correct usage on parcels, cancellations 
or printing varieties, used blocks, etc. If any reader has seen 
one, do tell us about it. Thank you. 
 
 An Australian auction house in Sydney (STATUS Intl) in 1995 
sold a huge accumulation of the HK $10 RSW in used(175) as 
well as in mint condition (incl 24 mint blox), attracting much 
attention , leading quite a few HK dealers to attend the sale in 
person to battle it out. Top prices were paid, but instead of be-
coming a drug on the market the $10 HK RSW stamps seemed 
to vanish without a trace. The used lots sold for A$6500 while 
the mint went for A$14,800, excl buyers’ premium of 10%. 
 
But the date the Agents had fixed, viz  October 10th 1949, 
clashed with a general (Chinese) holiday in HK, so that the post 
office would be open for half a day only, closing at noon, hence 
FDCs of this HK issue are relatively scarce. The 2007 NC Yang 
catalogue value for one is HK$600(Can$75). Those without 
cachets go for much less. 
 
( In case you’re interested, in that same 1995 sale were no less 
than 400 Singapore RSW $5 commercially used in one lot, plus 
another lot with 100 pairs that went for A$4,900 + 10% !) 
Turning to the UPU Anniversary issue for Hong Kong, the 
April 1949 edition of the HK Philatelic Society Bulletin re-
ported that the PMG said “he is not at liberty to comment on the 

Society’s enquiry as to whether the Colony proposes to issue a 
set of stamps to commemorate the event, even though Britain 
had already announced her intention to do so”. 

By June,1949 it was learned that the Crown Agents had issued 
a complete list of the 64 participating colonies, including HK, 
even though there was still no official local announcement. 
 
NOVEMBER 19th FALL AUCTION REALISATIONS 

 

Here are some of the highlights from the successful Auction 
held in November at the Scandinavian Centre. 
 
We’d like to thank all who took part and hope they will con-
tinue to support the WPS. 

1 26.00 

2 20.00 

5 14.00 

6 10.00 

8 19.00 

10 13.00 

11 13.00 

12 13.00 

13 32.00 

15 13.00 

18 10.00 

19 16.00 

20 16.00 

31 49.00 

32 29.00 

35 29.00 

36 17.00 

37 36.00 

38 21.00 

39 22.00 

40 19.00 

41 50.00 

42 40.00 

43 17.00 

44 17.00 

Lot # Amount 

45 11.00 

46 30.00 

47 10.00 

48 12.00 

51 15.00 

60 10.00 

61 10.00 

62 20.00 

63 24.00 

64 15.00 

65 32.00 

66 37.00 

67 26.00 

68 15.00 

69 25.00 

70 25.00 

72 35.00 

73 62.00 

74 20.00 

77 95.00 

79 32.00 

80 28.00 

82 15.00 

85 25.00 

88 15.00 

Lot # Amount 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

IN THE 

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

 

 
NAME _____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________ 
 
CITY ________________________PROVINCE _____________ 
 
POSTAL CODE _____________ EMAIL___________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________________ 
 
COLLECTING INTERESTS ______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 __________  REGULAR @ $35.00 
 
 __________  SENIOR @ 25.00 
   
 __________  JUNIOR//SPOUSE @ $20 
 
 ( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE) 
 
IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY MEMBER 
WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASE PASS THIS APPLI-

CATION ON TO THEM. WE WILL SUPPLY YOU WITH A REPLACE-

MENT BUFFALO. 

 

Place mailing label in same 
direction as this text 

 

ALL THE BEST FOR 2008! 

89 30.00 

95 25.00 

98 75.00 

99 25.00 

100 25.00 

101 16.00 

102 25.00 

103 20.00 

104 16.00 

105 19.00 

106 20.00 

107 10.00 

118 10.00 

120 10.00 

121 12.00 

125 12.00 

126 60.00 

130 16.00 

133 10.00 

134 71.00 

135 10.00 

141 23.00 

142 15.00 

143 20.00 

147 12.00 

148 20.00 

149 13.00 

150 26.00 

169 25.00 

171 20.00 

172 10.00 

173 30.00 

174 15.00 

176 12.00 

177 12.00 

178 17.00 

179 11.00 

183 14.00 

186 17.00 

190 17.00 

193 15.00 

194 15.00 

197 100.00 

199 12.00 

200 30.00 

203 20.00 

211 21.00 

Lot # Amount Lot # Amount 

216 12.00 

218 15.00 

219 13.00 

220 18.00 

223 16.00 

224 16.00 

231 25.00 

232 21.00 

233 21.00 

234 45.00 

238 22.00 

240 50.00 

241 12.00 

246 40.00 

247 40.00 

249 13.00 

251 13.00 

253 13.00 

257 13.00 

259 18.00 

260 20.00 

261 29.00 

263 66.00 

266 30.00 

267 25.00 

268 51.00 

269 21.00 

270 40.00 

271 20.00 

275 15.00 

276 20.00 

284 15.00 

288 20.00 

290 23.00 

291 35.00 

294 20.00 

295 100.00 

296 40.00 

304 48.00 

309 50.00 

310 35.00 

311 20.00 

312 25.00 

313 20.00 

314 17.00 

315 15.00 

316 20.00 


